Borders files for bankruptcy, stores close 

See Aruba Today Business 
Pages B 7 & 8 




CBS reporter 
recovering 
from assault 


CBS has said its chief 
foreign correspondent, 
Lara Logan, went 
through a “brutal 
and sustained sexual 
assault and beating” 
by a frenzied mob 
in the square during 
Friday’s celebrations 
of Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak’s 
ouster. 

More on Page A2 


Budge” 

A man walks inside a giant 
doll in the likeness of Brazil’s 
President Dilma Rousseff 
during a protest for higher 
minimum wage in Brasilia, 
Brazil, Wednesday Feb. 16, 
2011. Congress is expected 
to vote on an increase in 
minimum wage, which 
currently is $290 (510 reals) 
per month. 

Associated Press 
Page A2 
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Brazil “won’t budge” on 
Minimum-Wage 

Brazilian unions remain at odds with President Dilma 
Rousseff over the country’s minimum wage after labor 
leaders met with her finance minister to push for a bigger 
raise than the government has endorsed. 

The country’s monthly minimum wage rose 62 percent 
in real terms under Rousseff’s predecessor, former 
metalworker Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, and she favors 
lifting it an additional 6.8 percent this year to 545 reals 
($327) using a formula set by the unions and Lula in 2006. 
Finance Minister Guido Mantega, after meeting with 
labor leaders in Sao Paulo, said the government “won’t 
budge” in the face of demands by unions for a boost to 
580 reals.If Rousseff yields, it could derail her plans to 
curb spending needed to cool inflation running at a two- 
year high and bring down the second-highest real interest 
rates in the Group of 20. Under the formula, which is 
tied to inflation plus economic growth of two years prior, 
spending is already set to increase 10 billion reals this year 
because pension benefits are indexed to the wage. A bigger 
headache waits in 2012 when the wage adjustment may 
boost spending by 20 billion reals. 

“This is a bomb that Dilma prefers not to disarm now,” said 
Christopher Garman, director for Latin America at Eurasia 
Group, a Washington-based political risk group. “She may 
pay a high price for keeping the agreement brokered by 
Lula. It will make it harder to achieve fiscal austerity later in 
her term.” 


CBS reporter sustained sexual assault, beating 

Egyptian women’s issues highlighted 



CAIRO - For a moment, it 
seemed Egypt wasn’t just 
throwing off its political 
shackles. Women long 
suffering from the scourge of 
sexual harassment reported 
Cairo’s Tahrir Square, 
command central of the 
uprising, had become a safe 
zone free of the groping and 
leering common in their 
country. 

Now the attack on a senior 
U.S. television correspondent 
during the final night of the 
18-day revolt has shown that 
the threat of violence against 
women in Egypt remains 
very real. 

CBS has said its chief foreign 
correspondent, Lara Logan, 
went through a “brutal and 
sustained sexual assault and 
beating” by a frenzied mob 
in the square during Friday’s 
celebrations of Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak’s 
ouster. The Associated Press 
does not name victims of 
sexual assault unless the 
victim agrees to be identified. 


Logan was released from 
a U.S. hospital and was 
recovering Wednesday in her 
Washington-area home, as her 
story raised issues often left 
unaddressed in the Middle 
East. 

An Egyptian security official 
said he was unaware of 
any investigation into the 
attack on Logan. He noted 
that police were pulled off 
the streets on Jan. 28, three 
days after the outbreak of 
the protests, and haven’t 
returned, with the exception 
of traffic police. 

The American network 
has said Logan, her team 


and their security “were 
surrounded by a dangerous 
element amidst the 
celebration.” During the 
uprising, anti-government 
protesters in Tahrir Square 
had been largely peaceful, 
except when coming under 
attack by police or pro- 
Mubarak gangs trying to 
break up the large crowds. 
The pro-government forces 
also beat and harassed dozens 
of foreigners, including 
reporters and photographers. 
Logan was ultimately saved 
by a group of Egyptian 
women and around 20 
soldiers. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: "From the pier to your plate!" 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


ORANJESTAD- The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Char¬ 
ters, the successful fisher¬ 
men of the established 
seafood restaurant Drift¬ 
wood in Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 
Merryweather has a love and 
passion for fishing. A fisher¬ 
man who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have 
to offer, and what the words 



"fresh seafood" really mean. 
What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 


the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood I and II, is 
available for charters on a 
daily basis from 8am to 


Catch your own dinner 

12 noon and from 1 pm to 
5pm. A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. You 
can call Herby directly at 
(297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com. 

Rates: 

$360 -1/2 day 
$720- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 


Driftwood Restaurant 

This authentic Aruban 
seafood restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extended 


menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily 
specials, as well as a delicious 
3-course menu for just $24. 



Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood Restaurant 

Klipstraat 12, Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, but Tuesdays from 5pm till 10:30pm. 
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RESTAURANT 


Dinner served 5:00 p.m. -10:00 p.m. Monday Closed 


Different theme night, every night! 


Join us for 

HAPPY HOUR AT 


THURSDAY'S 

DECADENT CHATEAUBRIAND 

Popular, French-inspired, sliced to order US beef tenderloin served 
with Bearnaise or Peppercorn sauces, escorted by other French 
specialties such as Salmon with white wine sauce, Pork Forestiere, 
Roasted Turkey, Escargots over Creamy-Garlic Pasta accompa¬ 
nied by a Gourmet Salad Bar, Peel N Eat Shrimp, Hand Rolled 
Sushi, Cold Cuts & Cheeses, Cream of Asparagus Soup 
Great wines at reasonable prices 
French Pastries & Cakes 



Y'S 


You CAN have it all, including Seafood Thermidor, caught- 
this-morning Grouper fillet, Spanish Paella, Chicken Teriyaki 
and Beef Goulash, accompanied by a Gourmet Salad Bar, 
Peel N Eat Shrimp, Hand Rolled Sushi, Cold Cuts & Cheeses, 
Oyster Chowder 
Home Made Pastries & Cakes 


Just $23.95 p.p / kids $6.95 + 15% Service Charge & Tax 

Including $10 free casino match play. For reservations call 526 6612 or 526 6613 /V ■— 


GREAT VALUE • AWARD WINNING CUISINE • GENUINE HOSPITALITY 


* ARUBA ■ 

TROPICAL AMBIANCE resort, casino & spa ■ 




AT THE RESORT POOL 

2 FORI 



mixed cocktails and drinks 

4 p.m. to 7 p.m. DAILY 


In Wisconsin 

Thousands protest anti-union bill 



In Arizona 

Man found 
alive in after 
5 days 





PHOENIX - Henry Morello 
prayed to Saint Anthony, the 
patron saint of lost things. 

But as the 84-year-old spent 
a fifth night stuck in a ditch 
in the Arizona desert, he 
started to lose hope. “My 
phone went dead, my battery 
went dead, and I went dead,” 
Morello said. 

But Morello lived to tell his 
tale Tuesday at a Phoenix 
hospital, where the diabetic 
man was admitted in good 
condition despite drinking 
windshield wiper fluid to stay 
hydrated. 

He didn’t have water, 

Morello said, so he broke 
open the wiper fluid container 
with a rock and filtered it 
with napkin to try to make 
it safe. Morello said he 
made a wrong turn while 
driving home Feb. 7 from 
the Phoenix suburb of Cave 
Creek and ended up stuck 
in the desert north of the 
city, near the state’s major 
north-south road for Grand 
Canyon-bound travelers. 
Morello said he became 
stranded when realizing he 
took a wrong turn he made 
a U-turn and wound up in a 
ditch. He tried to crawl out 
of the car, but did not get far 
and returned. □ 


MADISON, Wis. - 
Thousands of people 
descended on the Wisconsin 
state Capitol again 
Wednesday to protest a bill 
that would strip most public 
employees of their collective 
bargaining rights, but Gov. 
Scott Walker insisted he has 
the votes to pass the measure. 
On the second consecutive 
day of demonstrations, 
Walker said he was open 
to making changes in the 
legislation, the boldest anti¬ 
union proposal in the nation. 
But he said he would not 
“fundamentally undermine 
the principles” of the bill, 
which he says is needed to 
help balance a projected $3.6 
billion budget shortfall and 
avoid widespread layoffs. 
“We’re at a point of crisis,” 
Walker said. The full 
Legislature could begin 
voting on the proposal as 
early as Thursday. 

More than 13,000 protesters 
gathered at the Capitol on 
Tuesday for a 17-hour public 
hearing on the measure. 
Thousands more came 
Wednesday, with hundreds 
chanting “Recall Walker 
now!” outside the governor’s 
office. If adopted, the bill 
would mark an especially 
dramatic shift for Wisconsin, 
which was the first state 
to pass a comprehensive 
collective bargaining law in 
1959. 

The American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal 
Employees the national 
union representing all non- 
federal public employees 


was founded in 1936 in 
Madison. 

There were some signs that 
support for the plan may be 
waning among Republicans 
who control the Legislature. 


U.S./Mexico -Mexican 
drug gang hitmen were 
behind the shooting of 
two U.S. immigration and 
customs agents, the governor 
of the state where the men 
were attacked said on 
Wednesday. 

One Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) agent was killed and 
a second was wounded 
in the suspected ambush 
on Tuesday, which comes 
against a backdrop of 
spiraling violence between 
Mexican security forces and 
drug cartels. 

“There was an attack where 
drug gang members tried 
to kill two U.S. officials 
on a federal highway,” San 
Luis Potosi state governor 
Fernando Toranzo said in a 
radio interview. 

United States officials have 


Senate Republicans met in 
secret Wednesday morning 
to discuss the bill. Asked 
where Republicans stood on 
Walker’s proposal, Sen. Dan 
Kapanke of La Crosse told 


warned the cartels in recent 
weeks against any attempt 
to bring their brutal tactics 
across the border and if a 
gang responsible for the 
attack on the agents is 
identified, U.S. intelligence 
work is likely to focus on 
trying to catch its leaders. 
Washington has provided 
funds, training and political 
support for Mexican 
President Felipe Calderon’s 
army-led strategy to crush the 
cartels and U.S. intelligence 
is believed to have played a 


The Associated Press, “That’s 
a really good question. I 
don’t know.” 

The protests have been larger 
and more sustained than any 
in Madison in decades. More 
than 1,000 protesters, many 
of whom spent the night in 
sleeping bags on the floor of 
the Rotunda, shouted “Kill 
this bill!” on Wednesday. 

In Madison, more than 
40 percent of the 2,600 
union-covered teachers and 
staff called in sick, forcing 
the superintendent to call 
off classes Wednesday in 
the state’s second-largest 
district. □ 


major role in the killing or 
capture of several top leaders 
in recent years. 

White House spokesman 
Jay Carney said U.S. law 
enforcement agencies 
were working closely with 
Mexican authorities to 
investigate the attack on the 
two agents. 

The Mexican federal 
prosecutor’s office said it 
had not yet had the chance to 
interview the survivor, who 
has already been returned to 
the United States.□ 


Drug gang suspected in U.S. agents’ shooting 
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In Hawaii 

Legislature approves same-sex civil unions 



HONOLULU - The Hawaii 
Legislature approved a bill 
on Wednesday allowing civil 
unions for same-sex couples, 
sending the measure to the 
state’s Democratic governor, 
who has said he will sign it into 
law. 

Democratic Gov. Neil 
Abercrombie’s office said he 
intends to sign the bill within 
10 days, and civil unions would 
begin Jan. 1, 2012. 

The Senate’s 18-5 vote came 


after years of thousands-strong 
rallies, election battles and 
passionate public testimony on 
an issue that has divided the 
Rainbow State for nearly two 
decades. 

The measure grants gay and 
lesbian couples the same rights 
and benefits the state provides to 
married couples. 

Hawaii would become the 
seventh state to grant essentially 
the same rights of marriage 
to same-sex couples without 


authorizing marriage itself. 

Five states and the District of 
Columbia permit same-sex 
marriage. 

The anxiously awaited civil 
unions vote came immediately 
after the Senate confirmed the 
state’s first openly gay Supreme 
Court justice, Sabrina McKenna. 
Gay rights advocates praised the 
vote as a victory for equal rights 
in a state known for its diversity 
and tolerance. 

Opponents of the measure, many 
of them Christians, said civil 
unions erode the concept of the 
traditional family and could lead 
to same-sex marriage. 

The Hawaii Legislature also 
passed a similar civil unions 
bill last year, but it was vetoed 
by then-Gov. Linda Lingle, 
a Republican. She was term- 
limited from running for 
election again in November. 
Hawaii has been a battleground 
in the gay rights movement for 
nearly 20 years, dating to a 1993 
state Supreme Court decision 
that nearly legalized gay 
marriage. The ruling would have 
made Hawaii the first state to 
allow same-sex couples to wed, 
but it didn’t take effect while 
voters were given a chance to 
decide. 

They responded five years later 
by overwhelmingly passing 
the nation’s first “defense 
of marriage” constitutional 
amendment, approved by 69 
percent of voters who gave 
the Legislature the power to 
reserve marriage to opposite-sex 
couples.□ 
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Early Bird 

3 course dinner 



Join us for an elegant dining experience 
with our gracious staff and live piano music. 
Also featuring an outdoor dining patio. 

Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa ^ 

Behind the Alhambra Casino _ 

IsteakhouseJ 

For reservations call: 582 3444 
E-mail: steakhouse@manchebo.com 




THE BEST ON THE NET 


vl I 

Caribbean Internet 


Television 


Your gateway to the world of entertainment 
also featuring: 

Top Real Estate/Hotels/Apartments 
Latinos por el mundo 
Away from home 
Tips for tourists 


www.caribbeaninternettelevision.net 


Rising seas threaten 



WASHINGTON - Rising seas spurred by climate change 
could threaten 180 U.S. coastal cities by 2100, a new study 
says, with Miami, New Orleans and Virginia Beach among 
those most severely affected. 

Previous studies have looked at where rising waters might go 
by the end of this century, assuming various levels of sea level 
rise, but this latest research focused on municipalities in the 
contiguous 48 states with population of 50,000 or more. 

Cities along the southern Atlantic coast and the Gulf of 
Mexico will likely be hardest hit if global sea levels rise, 
as projected, by about 3 feet (1 meter) by 2100, researchers 
reported in the journal Climate Change Letters. 

Sea level rise is expected to be one result of global warming 
as ice on land melts and flows toward the world’s oceans. 
Using data from the U.S. Geological Survey, the scientists 
were able to calculate in detail how much land could be lost 
as seas rise, said study author Jeremy Weiss of the University 
of Arizona. Rising coastal waters threaten an average of nine 
percent of the land in the 180 coastal cities in the study. 
Miami, New Orleans, Tampa, Florida, and Virginia Beach, 
Virginia could lose more than 10 percent of their land area by 
century’s end, the study found. 

New York City, Washington DC and the San Francisco Bay 
area could face lesser impacts, according to the study. 

The effects of higher seas can range from erosion to 
permanent inundation, and the severity of the damage depends 
in great measure on where the cities are, Weiss said by 
telephone on Wednesday. 

“In Miami, it’s not just strictly along their coastal edge. They 
have to worry about the issue in all directions,” because much 
of the area around Miami is relatively flat, making it more 
vulnerable to encroaching waters, Weiss said. 

By contrast, he said, people in the New York metropolitan 
area can concentrate their efforts along the shorelines because 
the land rises quickly away from the coast. 

Sea level rise is expected as a consequence of continuing 
climate change, which is spurred by human activities 
including the burning of fossil fuels. 

The U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
has estimated global average temperature will rise by 3.6 
degrees F (2 degrees C) by 2100. However, Weiss and his 
colleagues put the warming at more like 8 degrees F (4.4 
degrees C). Weiss said the lesser degree of warming projected 
by the IPCC reflects a moderate scenario. The study’s higher 
temperature estimate is based on the idea that greenhouse 
emissions will continue along the current trajectory through 
the century. 

“There aren’t any national or international agreements yet on 
actively reducing greenhouse gas emissions and so that’s what 
we get at when we say 8 degrees Fahrenheit,” Weiss said. 

In the centuries after 2100, he said, sea levels could rise as 
much as 6 yards (meters), based on the melting of giant ice 
sheets covering Greenland and Antarctica. □ 
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is land away 


AT LAST, 


Meet the Author of Aruba’s #1 Bestseller AN ISLAND AWAY 
& Buy the Much-Anticipated Sequel UNDER A BLUE FLAG 

BOOK SIGNING Thurs Feb 17 (I0a-lp» 

RED SAIL SPORTS @ HYATT 


amazon.com I amazonkindle 

and you're done? | ^ ^ 


► Read Daniel Putkowski's novels on your iPad & iPhone 
\ APPS AVAILABLE AT AMAZON.COM 


PRAISE FOR AN ISLAND AWAY 

“INSIGHTFUL TALE. 
GREAT BEACH READ!” 




DANIELPUTKOWSKI.com 


NY imposes stiffest ban on drivers using handheld phones 



NEW YORK - The nation’s 
toughest ban on drivers gabbing 
on handheld cell phones took 


effect on Wednesday in New 
York, where violators now face 
penalty points on their licenses 


as well as hefty fines. 

The crackdown is meant to 
reduce the number of crashes 
tied to “distracted driving,” said 
state transportation officials. 

The punishment of a $100 
fine and a two-point penalty 
can affect auto insurance rates 
and add up to a suspended 
license, said Jackie McGinnis, 
spokeswoman for the state 
Department of Motor Vehicles. 
Drivers who accumulate 11 
points in 18 months lose their 
licenses temporarily. 

“By strengthening the current 
law, our hope is that motorists 
will become even more aware 
of the potential consequences 
of their actions if they use a cell 
phone while driving,” said DMV 


Executive Deputy Commissioner 
J. David Sampson. 

But the stiffer penalty may have 
no effect other than a quieter 
ride, according to Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety, a 
research group funded by the 
auto insurance industry. 

“So far, we are seeing no effect 
on crashes from bans on hand¬ 
held phones and texting,” said 
Russ Rader, IIHS spokesman. 
Since 2001, when New York 
instituted the nation’s first law 
against drivers using handheld 
cell phones, there has been no 
decline in the number of crashes, 
said Rader. 

“Distracted driving didn’t appear 
suddenly because of cell phone 


use,” Rader said. 

“Drivers get distracted for lots of 
reasons, whether it’s putting on 
makeup or reaching in back seat 
for a CD, fiddling with the radio 
or just day dreaming. That leads 
to crashes.” 

Distracted driving plays a role 
in one in five crashes, said the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. 

In 2009, New York banned 
drivers from texting, imposing 
a $150 fine and a two-point 
penalty. 

The DMV said in 2009 there 
were 342,564 tickets issued 
in New York for cell phone 
violations. 

The new law affects all drivers 
on New York roads. □ 


GOP holds up Nl governor’s record as a model 


WASHINGTON - Forget 
Springsteen, the Sopranos 
and Snooki. The hottest thing 
outta New Jersey is Gov. Chris 
Christie at least politically. 

He’s been in office just a 
year but fellow Republicans 
everywhere are highlighting 
the former federal prosecutor’s 
get-tough approach to fighting 
runaway spending and taking 
on Democratic-friendly unions. 
Fans argue it’s the right 
prescription for addressing fiscal 
emergencies at all levels of 
government and rehabilitating 
a party image damaged during 
bloated George W. Bush years. 
“It’s time to do the big things 
the really big things,” Christie 
said Wednesday, urging 
Republicans and Democrats 
alike to follow his lead in 
restoring fiscal responsibility 
to the budgetary process, 
addressing pension and health 
benefits and reforming education 
systems. He said state and 
federal governments are facing 
the same core issues a decade or 


more of out-of-control spending 
and mounting debt. 

“We are teetering on the edge 
of disaster,” Christie said 
in a speech at the American 
Enterprise Institute, just blocks 
away from the White House and 
Capitol Hill where President 
Barack Obama and Congress 
were in the opening week of a 
budget battle. He called that 
haggling irresponsible and 
dangerous, challenging both 
parties to deal with entitlement 
programs and confront hard 
truths. 

He said the Social Security 
retirement age is going to have 
to be raised, and Medicare and 
Medicaid must be overhauled 
because they will bankrupt the 
state and nation. 

“If we’re not honest about these 
things,” he said, “we are on the 
path to ruin.” 

An emerging player on the 
national stage, Christie has 
become so beloved among 
conservatives for his approach 
that some Republicans are 


clamoring for him to run for the 
White House next year. 

Christie insists he won’t run in 
2012. 

“I’m not stupid. I see the 
opportunity. I see it. That’s not 
the reason to run,” Christie said, 
adding that a candidate must 
truly believe that he’s ready to 
be president, and “I don’t believe 
that about myself right now.” 

But, even without launching 
a bid, he’s still part of the 
campaign conversation and is 
putting his imprint on the race. 
He could end up on the eventual 
GOP nominee’s vice presidential 
short list. Although he wasn’t 
there, his name came up 
frequently last weekend at the 
Conservative Political Action 
Conference, attended by more 
than 10,000 activists. 

“Chris Christie has shown 
responsible spending cuts can 
be achieved even in a usually 
blue state like New Jersey,” said 
Mississippi Gov. Haley Barbour, 
one of several likely presidential 
candidates arguing that the 


Christie model could and should 
be replicated across the country. 
Pundit Ann Coulter elicited 
cheers in the audience when 
she said, “If we don’t run Chris 
Christie, Mitt Romney will be 
the nominee and we will lose.” 
And Christie earned higher 
support in the conference’s 
presidential preference poll than 
Sarah Palin or Mike Huckabee, 
who both also skipped the 


gathering but are far better 
known. While 2012 may not 
be in his sights, Christie is 
bolstering his national image. 

He had a major platform for 
Wednesday’s speech, the same 
day the Republican Governors 
Association named him a vice 
chairman of policy. 

Not everything Christie is doing 
in New Jersey can be done at the 
federal level. □ 
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New York priest sentenced to prison 


Senator Scott 




MINNEAPOLIS - Some 3.5 
million rural residents lost 
access to scheduled public 
transit service to cities in the 
past five years due in part 
to cuts at Greyhound and 
Amtrak, a Transportation 
Department report released 
Wednesday said. 

The report comes as the 
Congress debates funding for 
aviation services, including 
a proposal from Republican 
Senator John McCain to 
eliminate federal subsidies 
airlines receive to ensure 
passenger services to rural 
communities. 

About 71.7 million rural 
residents, or 89 percent of the 
total, had access to air, bus, 
ferry or rail transportation 
to cities in September 
2010, down from 93.3 
percent in 2005, a Bureau 


of Transportation Statistics 
analysis showed. 

The steepest drop in access 
came in southern states. 

Some 700,000 rural Alabama 
residents lost scheduled 
transit service to urban 
centers in the past five years, 
dropping to 65 percent 
coverage, from 94 percent, 
the study found. 

More than 400,000 rural 
Georgia residents lost any 
access and 272,000 rural 
Mississippi residents last 
options. 

The most coverage in 
general was available in 
the Northeast where Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts and 
Connecticut all had a large 
percentage of rural residents 
covered by three or more 
modes of transportation, the 
study found. Q 


Brown says 


PITTSFIELD, Massachusetts 
- A New York man convicted 
of raping two altar boys 
while he was a Roman 
Catholic priest was sentenced 
to spend more than 20 years 
in prison on Wednesday. 

Gary Mercure’s “ghastly, 
incomparable acts” inflicted 
immeasurable suffering on 
his victims, said Judge John 
Agostini in handing down the 
sentence in Berkshire, Mass. 
Superior Court in Pittsfield, 
Mass. Mercure, 62, was 
convicted last Thursday of 
raping two altar boys during 
day trips to Massachusetts 
in the 1980s. A jury found 
him guilty of three counts of 
forcible rape of a child and 


Rural access to intercity 
transportation declining 


sexually 
abused as child 


Heaters sold at Dollar General recalled 
















WASHINGTON - Around 
92,000 heating devices sold at 
Dollar General stores are being 
recalled voluntarily because 
of a potential fire hazard, the 
government said on Wednesday. 
TmeLiving Heater Fans and 
Portable Quartz Radiant Heaters 
have caught fire, the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission said 
in a statement. 

Twenty-one incidents for the 
Quartz heater and eight for the 
heater fan have been reported. 
Smoke, melted plastic, damage 
to electrical outlets, and minor 
burns were mentioned in the 

reports, the CP SC said. 

The recalled heater fans have 
A14B1053 as an item number 
and NSB-200B model number. 
The item and model number for 
the Quartz heater are A14B0979 


and HD-700 respectively. 

They both have manufacturing 
dates between 6/1/2010 and 
8/30/2010 on their labels and 
sold at Dollar General stores 
exclusively between September 


2010 and December of the same 
year. Those who purchased the 
heaters should stop using them 
immediately and return them to 
Dollar General Store for a full 
refund, the CPSC said.Q 


one count of indecent assault 
and battery on a child under 
14. He was sentenced to 20 
to 25 years in prison for the 
rape charges and three to five 
years prison for the indecent 
assault and battery. 

He had faced the possibility 
of life in prison. Prosecutors 
said Mercure, of Troy, New 
York, took the boys from 
his Queensbury, New York 
parish to remote locations in 
Massachusetts in 1986 and 
1989 and sexually abused 
them. Several men who 
were once altar boys from 
the parish testified they were 
repeatedly assaulted by 
Mercure in New York as well 
as Massachusetts. 

Despite the vintage of the 
complaints, Massachusetts’ 


statute of limitations allowed 
Mercure to be prosecuted. 

He could not be tried in 
New York because too much 
time elapsed. The silver- 
haired Mercure showed little 
reaction in court but smiled 
slightly as he was taken away 
in handcuffs. He had a 34- 
year tenure in the Diocese of 
Albany, from 1974 to 2008, 
when the diocese removed 
him from the ministry. 

He is technically still a 
priest, as only the Vatican 
has the official power to 
defrock a priest. Bishop of 
Albany Howard Hubbard 
said on Wednesday he will 
recommend to the Vatican 
that Mercure be defrocked 
now that he has been 
convicted. □ 


BOSTON - Republican 
Senator Scott Brown will 
reveal he was physically 
and sexually abused as a 
child during an upcoming 
interview with “60 Minutes,” 
CBS said on Wednesday. The 
51 -year-old Massachusetts 
senator says he was sexually 
abused several times by 
a camp counselor and 
also physically abused by 
stepfathers, according to a 
statement from the news 
show. 

“He said 4 If you tell 
anybody ... I’ll kill you. I 
will make sure that nobody 
believes you,”’ Brown says 
of the encounters with the 
counselor. 

Some details from the 
interview, to be aired on 
the “60 Minutes” February 
20 broadcast, will surprise 
Brown’s own mother, he told 
CBS. 

Revelations to be shared on 
the show are also detailed 
in Brown’s upcoming book, 
“Against All Odds.” 

Brown said in a statement he 
hopes people are inspired by 
his message. 

“My book is about 
overcoming obstacles. The 
physical and sexual abuse 
is in my book. It’s a part of 
my life, but it certainly isn’t 
the only part of my life story 
which I tell.” he said.Q 


































lucky winner 
lands a mega 
jackpot at 
Cool Casino 



Palm Beach — Casino 
guests Joseph Ackilli, on 
vacation in Aruba staying 
at the RIU Palace, 
pocketed a whopping 
jackpot of $6,640, at 
Cool Casino. Joseph 
reports the machine hit 
around 10:30 pm, just as 
he returned from dinner, 
which took him by total 
surprise. Cool Casino 
recently joined facebook, 
by opening a social 
networking page.Q 


Aruba Car 
snowed in 



Colleen LesSard, who 
has been working for the 
ministry of tourism in the 
USA, driving a car with 
an Aruba license plate 
ended up diving into a 
snow ditch. She says, 
the car thinks it belongs 
in Aruba, and that’s why 
is went off course. 
Thankfully, no injuries to 
the car nor to the driver, 
who was rescued by a 
couple of snowmobilers 
who just happened to be 
passing by.Q 


Native Son Returns to Aruba 


Billy Jr. celebrates his Big Flve-0 


ORANJESTAD - Billy Murphy 
Jr. was bom 50 years ago in 
Amba where his father worked 
as Assistant Controller at the 
ESSO (now Valero) Refinery. 

He was just three years old when 
Bill Sr. moved to Venezuela on 
the first of several transfers that 
took the family also to Spain, 
England and eventually back to 
the USA. 

Then came college, marriage, 
his own family and Billy just 
kept postponing a return to his 
native island. 

Five years ago, Billy decided 
to visit his birthplace, fell in 
love with Amba, bought time- 
share at the Marriott, rekindled 
friendships his family had 
with Ambans, established new 
friendships and kept returning 
every year. 

As he approached the age 
when he could become an 
AARP member, Bill decided he 
would celebrate his February 
birthday on Amba even though 
his time-share is in October. 
Accompanied by his wife 
Virginia, his son Chris, his good 
friend and college roommate 
Brian Davis and his wife 
Beverly, Bill had an Amba style 
“paranda”. 

To honor his parents, Bill also 
had a short ceremony at the site 
where the Lago Hospital once 
stood. There, in a cherished Irish 
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“Billy’s Bunch” after the birthday brunch at the home of Charlie and Ana Pietersz. From LtoR: 
Brian Davis, Bobby Chemaly, Berny Navarro, Lilly Prince, Beverly Davis, Clyde Harms, Milagro 
Harms, Chris Murphy, Virginia Murphy, hosts Ana and Charlie Pietersz. 


tradition, toasts were offered to 
the health of the living and the 
memory of the departed. The 
hospital is where Bill’s mother 


worked when she first came to 
Amba in 1948 following several 
years in the U.S. Army Nurse 
Corps. From that location Lago’s 


General Office Building, where 
Bill’s father spent his working 
days in Amba, was clearly 
visible. CRH.Q 



Bill, Virginia and son Chris at the site where the Lago hospital 
once stood. Bill’s mother worked in that hospital when she came 
to Aruba in 1948. Lagos General Office Building is hidden behind 
Chris’s head. 
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Bill Murphy chatting with friends Bobby Chemaly and Charlie 
Pietersz at a party hosted by Clyde and Milagro Harms. 
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In honor of Valentine s Day 


Starbucks Baristas share the love with Aruba’s elderly 



may expect many special 
events and promotions in the 
following month. 

With two locations on the 
island, at the Renaissance 
Mall and at the Renaissance 
Marketplace, Starbucks 
was very well received on 
the island, and its business 
practices continue to have a 
very positive impact on the 
community it serves. □ 


ORANJESTAD - In 
anticipation of Valentine’s 
Day, the community-minded 
Starbucks Baristas paid a visit 
to an elderly home run by 
SABA, the local foundation 
for the elderly. They came 
loaded with treats, bringing 
sugar-free Starbucks coffee, 
tea and yummy pastries for 
the residents of the elderly 
home to enjoy. During their 
visit, the Baristas gave the 
elderly the royal treatment, 
telling stories, singing, 
dancing and chatting, even 
engaging in some rousing 


games of Dominos. 

As you can see from the 
smiles all around, a good 
time was had by everyone, 
as the Starbucks Baristas 
and Aruba’s Grandparents 
celebrated Valentine’s Day in 
communion. 

Community events are very 
important in the world of 
Starbucks Coffee, as the 
company continuously strives 
to show that it provides more 
than just a cup of coffee. 
Starbucks will be celebrating 
its 40th anniversary in the 
month of March, so patrons 


Unique Happy Hour with Balashi Chill 



ORANJESTAD - This Friday 
you can enjoy Happy Hour 
at CILO from 5 till 7pm! But 
this week’s edition brings you 
a unique offer you don’t want 
to miss out on: two Balashi 
Chill beers for the price of one. 
What a way to ease out your 
week. Forget all the meetings 
and the business stress and 
relax at CIFO. We will serve 


you your Balashi Chill ice- 
cold to celebrate the upcoming 
weekend! 

'Thank God it’s Friday’ gets 
a whole new meaning when 
listening to superb Angelo 
Koolman’s songs. Focal vocalist/ 
guitarist Angelo Koolman 
sings the stars from the sky on 
Friday’s during Happy Hour. 

You will know exactly why his 


name is Angelo after you hear 
him sing his ballads and hits! 
No wonder that this singer has 
gotten rave reviews after his 
performances on the top stages 
on the island. 

Come to CIFO and create the 
sweetest memories of special 
moments; come early and stay 
late with Angelo.□ 
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Serving the best and biggest steaks from Argentina, since 19771 


El Gaucho celebrates 34 years 
of hospitality 



Serving the best and biggest 
steaks from Argentina, since 
1977! El Gaucho celebrates 
34 years of hospitality 
Wilhelminastraat - Patrons 
coming for dinner at El 
Gaucho restaurant on 
Thursday will be treated 
to a glass of Sangria, on 
the house, in celebration of 
the legendary’s restaurant 
thirty-fourth anniversary. 

Old pictures tell the story of 
a family owned grill house 
which opened on quaint 
Wilhelminastraat on February 
17th, 1977, in the heart of 
town, a small unpretentious 
eatery dedicated to quality 
Argentinean steaks. 

Over the years the restaurant 
evolved, upgraded and 
expanded and all along 
developed a die-hard 


following among locals and 
visitors. 

The secret to the El Gaucho 
success story? There is no 
secret, just good management 
and dedicated staff members 
tirelessly, and consistently 
catering to over three 


generations of beef lovers. 
Today, at the original 
location, the restaurant 
prepares a variety of tempting 
dishes, charcoal-grilled, juicy 
and tender steaks such as the 
famous Gaucho steak, the 
16 oz sirloin, or the Pincho 


Torro Caliente — the world’s 
largest shishkebab, the 
T-bone steak, the veal chop 
and much more. 

Any day of the week, while 
you savor your perfectly 
grilled Churrasco, the 
strolling guitarist duo, 
entertain with romantic 
tangos and boleros. 

So drop in tonight or any 
night, the tradition lives on 
in the rustic dining room, 
as the friendly El Gaucho 
staff members pamper and 
entertain you...and the kids 
can quietly play in the Kids’ 
Room, with arcade games, 
Disney videos, crayons 
and Lego while parents 
enjoy a quiet and relaxing, 
unforgettable dinner. 

Happy Birthday El Gaucho 
from your friends at ARUBA 
TODAY. 


Looking 
For A Nice 
Home 



Arabian male dog, (already 
castrated) around 1 - IV 2 
year old. He loves to play, 
loves other animals and 
loves the attention of people. 
Is this your (lost) dog or 
are interested in giving 
this lovely creature a good 
home? Please call: 5926434 





Super 4-Card BINGO starting at 1 pm! 

$6 for 4-Card BINGO! • 8 games to play! 

$1,000.00 in CASH PRIZES! 

Additional $500.00 CASH PRIZE in our Early Bird Drawing 
when you purchase your card prior to 12 noon! 


TOMORROW 


Don’t miss FREE Shirt Friday! 


Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

•SPORTS ROOK* 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 


CASINO 
\ ARUBA 

«TX DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 


Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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Radisson celebrates 160 years of experience 



PALM BEACH - The 
mood was festive and 
congratulatory, as 
Radisson Aruba Resort 
Casino & Spa members of 
management recognized 
special anniversaries 
among staffers. 

First year anniversary 
celebrants included 
General Manager Rob 
Smith, Director of Food 


& Beverage Gerard 
Coster, and Director 
of Sales & Marketing 
Arianne Valentino, who 
have just concluded their 
first 12 months at the 
helm. They were joined 
by Derrick Gomes, who 
was also recognized for 
completing his first year. 
Completing three years of 
service: Maguenise Robert 



Economy 

Car Rental 


• LOW rates 

• FREE pick-up 

• FREE delivery 

• FREE road map 

• FAST & friendly 
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and Santiago Acosta. 
Completing five years 
of service: Grace Brion 
and Anthony Koolman. 
Completing ten years of 
service: 

Maria Camarena, Gregorio 
Maduro, Ronni Maduro, 
Raheem van Lamoen and 
Edwin Tromp. 

Long term career in 
hospitality are the norm 


on the island, yet the 
Radisson Aruba Resort 
Casino & Spa boasts an 
extraordinary number 
of dedicated long-term 
associates celebrating 
fifteen years, Rainer Wever 
and Zulaica Quandus, 
celebrating twenty years 
Benito Croes, Julio 
Andrade and Johnny 
Geerman. 


Smith thanked his 
associates on behalf of 
management praising their 
solid contributions and 
their back-bone support 
of his resort operation. 
Pictured here, broad 
smiles, as anniversaries 
are celebrated during 
a luncheon party at the 
resort’s Grand Caribbean 
Ballroom. 
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The Casino at the Radisson continues to hand out cash 
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PALM BEACH - Over the 
past week the Casino at 
the Radisson continued its 
weekly promotional program 
conducting a fun Poker 
Tournament, an exciting 
Slot Tournament and a prize 
drawing among its jackpot 
winners. 

Finding fame and fortune 
on the island with a total of 
US$1,275 in prize money 
divided among the winners 
of the Poker Tournament, Jeff 
Becotte, from Massachusetts, 
staying at the Tropicana 
Hotel, Jack Cerligidae, from 
Succasunna, New Jersey, 
staying at the Divi Phoenix, 
and Bruce Nadeau, from 
Suncook, New Hampshire, 
staying at the Radisson Aruba 
Resort Casino & Spa. 

For the weekly Slot 
Tournament, US$700 were 
up for grabs and were divided 
among three lucky, local 
winners, Richard Raaz, 

Edwin Tromp and Brandon 
Tomp. 

Lady luck smiled at a number 
of visitors this week, paying 


out in excess of US$11,000 
in jackpots including Frederic 
Carasseu from Clinton, 
Massachusetts, and Ed 
Corbo, from Staten Island, 
New York, both staying 
the Renaissance Resort, 
each pocketing US$1,600. 
Eric Weisblum, a guest of 
the Radisson Aruba Resort 
Casino & Spa was pleased 
to collect a jackpot of 
US$2,940. 

Three lucky winners were 
picked from among the 
Casino’s hand-page jackpot 
winners, as part of a car 
giveaway. The Casino at the 
Radisson is offering a Suzuki 
SX4 all wheel drive to be 
raffled on March 25 th , 2011, 
among all slot players who 
won hand-paid jackpots of $ 
50 and more. 

In the weekly drawing on 
Friday, Anna Werleman won 
an iPod, while Alex Albertus 
won Dinner for 2 at Laguna 
Restaurant, and Ria Petrona 
won Sunday Brunch for 
2 the famed Sunset Grille 
Restaurant 


: BEN L.O CIGARS 

i Import & Export • We ship all over the world • Tel.:5863555 
i Located in the Arowak Garden, next to Salt & Pepper, 

1 Paparazzi and Tango Restaurant. 

■ We are specialized in premium Cuban Cigars. 

1 Opening hours: Mon. - Sat. 8:30am - 11:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am - 11:00pm 

■ Depending on purchase, we have discounts starting from 5% up to 20%. 

■ With purchase ot $20 or more 1 FREE CIGAR 


Bring this coupon for your free Cuban Cigar l 


Tel: 582-0697 / 583-7484 
Schotland str. 70 
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^^Quality Apartments 

*Studio St Loft Apts. *Fully Furnished 

*Kitchen / A\rco / Cable TV ^Swimming Pool 


Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach St 4 large supermarkets. 
Feel free to contact or visit us. 


Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat St Sun: 9am-5pm. 
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Gen. Petraeus to Step Down? 



PENTAGON 


From Iran to Libya 

Obama rides democracy train of protests? 



WASHINGTON, DC - 
Somewhere behind the Times 
of London paywall, there is 
a report that General David 
Petraeus is preparing to step 
down as commander of U.S. and 
NATO forces in Afghanistan, 
and that the search is already 
on for his replacement. 

Petraeus took command of the 
Afghan war effort last summer 
following Stanley McChrystal’s 
dismissal over remarks made in 
an interview with Rolling Stone 
magazine. 

The Pentagon is already 
denying the story, but Reuters 
blogger Myra MacDonald says 
talk of the popular general’s 
departure is not that far-fetched. 
Acknowledging Petraeus has 
emerged as a “towering figure” 
in U.S. foreign policy for 
leading the troop surge in Iraq, 
MacDonald suggests Petraeus 
could succeed Admiral Mike 


Jaws dropped across the 
nation’s capital at the audacious 
annihilation of the truth on 
the front page of the Feb. 15 
Washington Post. The top 
headline read, “Obama budget 
makes deep cuts, cautious 
trades.” It’s another day at the 
Post, where every day is an April 
Fool’s joke. 

Reporter Lori Montgomery 
didn’t exactly say “deep cuts” in 
her first sentence. She explained 
that Obama’s budget proposal 
for Fiscal Year 2012 made 
“surgical cuts and cautious 
trade-offs.” But two paragraphs 


Mullen as Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. Such a 
move, coupled with the pending 
departure of Secretary of 
Defense Robert Gates “could 
create the space for Obama to 
recalibrate Afghan strategy, 
backing away from the military 
surge and focusing more on 
a political settlement - if he 
wants to do so. The Washington 
Post’s Karen DeYoung also 
notes “virtually the entire U.S. 
civilian and military leadership 
in Afghanistan is expected to 
leave in the coming months,” 
including Petraeus and other 
high-level U.S. leaders. 

Even the Pentagon’s denials of 
the Times report leave room 
for interpretation. Pentagon 
spokesman Geoff Morrell tells 
Reuters that “General Petraeus 
is not quitting,” before hastening 
to add “nor does he plan to stay 
in Afghanistan forever. ”□ 


later, the reporter admitted, “(T) 
he president’s offer to freeze 
funding for domestic programs 
would produce minimal savings 
in the short term.” That doesn’t 
match the “deep cuts” headline 
in large, bold type because there 
are none. 

Post readers could look at the 
Fiscal 2012 budget outline right 
under the headline. Projected 
spending: $3.7 trillion. Expected 
tax revenue is $2.6 trillion. The 
expected deficit is $ 1.1 billion, 
“down” from the estimated 
Fiscal 2011 deficit of $1.6 
trillion. □ 


The rapid ricochet of popular 
revolts from Egypt and Tunisia 
into Iran, Libya, Bahrain, 

Jordan, and Yemen should not 
let President Obama rest easy. 
Rather than merely react to this 
democratic wave, he must lay 
out a strategy to promote and 
guide it. Moral pronouncements 
are not enough. To do that, Mr. 
Obama needs the backing of 
top Republicans in Congress. 

A bipartisan approach would 
create more certainty about US 
support of people trying to shake 
off their fears of autocratic 
rule and then help them 
make the difficult transition 
to elected government. GOP 
leaders generally approve of 
Obama’s actions during the 
18-day Egyptian revolution. 

But suspicions remain about 
his commitment to democracy 
promotion. He has long 
dismissed George W. Bush’s 
post-9/11 “freedom agenda” 
for the Middle East. And he has 
shown a relative disinterest in 
leaving behind stable democracy 

Madoff Says So 


WASHINGTON, DC - We’ve 
heard nothing from Bernard 
Madoff since he was convicted 
of orchestrating a $65 billion 
Ponzi scheme and sentenced to 
150 years behind bars, though 
fellow inmates have painted a 
picture of the prison-era Madoff 
as a kind of unrepentant criminal 
celebrity. 

But Madoff is mum no longer. 
The New York Times’ Diana B. 
Henriques has just published the 
first interview with Madoff since 
his arrest in December 2008. He 
looked “noticeably thinner and 
rumpled in khaki prison garb” 
and “seemed frail and a bit 
agitated,” Henriques notes, but 
still speaks “with great intensity 
and fluency about his dealings.” 
Here are some of the biggest 
revelations from the interview: 
Banks ‘Had to Know’ of Fraud 
Madoff—who long maintained 
that he acted alonesuggested 
for the first time that unnamed 
banks and hedge funds were 
“complicit” in his Ponzi scheme 
by demonstrating a “willful 
blindness” when it came to his 
regulatory filings and suspicions 
about his financial results. 

“They had to know. But the 
attitude was sort of, ‘If you’re 
doing something wrong, we 
don’t want to know,”’ Madoff 
said. Henriques adds that “while 
he acknowledged his guilt in 


in Afghanistan. 

During the Egypt crisis, Obama 
officials appeared hesitant in 
clearly backing protesters’ 
demands. This was reflected 
in mixed messages on whether 
Hosni Mubarak was a dictator, 
on the need for Egyptian 
stability, and then on the actual 
timing of his removal. 

Even now as protests erupt 
elsewhere, US reaction seems ad 
hoc. Obama had tough tone this 
week toward Iran’s crackdown 
on Monday’s protests. But he 
has been far less severe about 


the interview and said nothing 
could excuse his crimes, he 
focused his comments laserlike 
on the big investors and giant 
institutions he dealt with, not 
on the financial pain he caused 
thousands of his more modest 
investors.” 

Madoff’s statements are 
particularly relevant at a time 
when Irving Picard, the trustee 
for Madoff’s victims, has 
accused JPMorgan Chase of 
harboring serious concerns about 
Madoff’s investment business 
but not notifying authorities 
or halting business with him. 

Yet, as Henriques notes, federal 
prosecutors have yet to accuse 
the major banks and hedge 
funds that dealt with Madoff “of 
knowingly investing in his Ponzi 
scheme.” 

Madoff Has Helped Trustee 


suppression in Yemen. And the 
US response to protests in Libya 
and Bahrain remains unclear, as 
those revolts are still too new. 
Every country is unique, of 
course, in its conditions for 
revolution and in ramifications 
for the rest of the world. Each 
country is different, each country 
has its own traditions. 

In Saudi Arabia, there seems less 
public appetite for democracy 
than for decent jobs and less 
government intrusion in daily 
lives such as cameras that record 
traffic violations. □ 


Madoff claimed he’s met with 
his victims’ trustee, Irving 
Picard, and provided him with 
information about the banks 
and hedge funds he did business 
with, though he says he hasn’t 
shared this information with 
federal prosecutors working on 
criminal cases. Family Crisis 
Unforeseen 

Madoff said he didn’t foresee 
the extent of the suffering his 
fraud would inflict on his family. 
His relations are confronting 
a barrage of lawsuits and his 
son, Mark, committed suicide 
in December. Madoff called 
some of the press coverage 
of Mark’s death “disgraceful” 
and stated that he didn’t attend 
Mark’s funeral because of prison 
regulations and because he 
didn’t want to turn the funeral 
into a “media circus. 


The Media’s Budget Fantasy land 
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3 Course Menu 

Appetizer - Entree - Dessert 

5-7 pm 


RESTAURANT 


$29.75 


The Village (accross from Radisson) Tel: 586 5400 


In France 

Sanofi to buy Genzyme for $20 billion 


Iraq to auction 12 energy 
fields in 2011 



PARIS - French drugmaker 
Sanofi-Aventis SA clinched 
its long-sought deal for 
Genzyme Corp with a 
sweetened $20.1 billion cash 
offer, plus payments tied 
to the success of the U.S. 
biotech group’s drugs. 

The deal announced on 
Wednesday comes nine 
months after Sanofi Chief 
Executive Chris Viehbacher 
first put the idea to 
Genzyme’s Henri Termeer 
and gives Sanofi a new 
platform in rare diseases. 

It is expected to boost 
Sanofi’s earnings from the 
first year after completion, 
offsetting revenue losses 
from drugs facing generic 
competitors for the first time. 
The deal’s announcement, 
which confirmed what 
sources with knowledge of 
the talks told Reuters on 
Tuesday, marks the second- 
biggest acquisition in biotech 
history after Roche’s $46.8 
billion purchase of Genentech 
in 2009. 

Sanofi will pay $74 a share 
in cash and offer a tradable 
contingent value right, or 
CVR, whose value will depend 
on Genzyme’s experimental 
multiple sclerosis drug Lemtrada 
and production of two other 
medicines. It initially offered 
$69 per share in cash in August, 
but was rebuffed by Genzyme. 
The CVR mns through 2020 


could pay as much as $14 
per share, or $3.8 billion, 
if Lemtrada meets its most 
ambitious sales targets. 

Analysts expect the CVR will be 
highly discounted in the market 
when issued, given the risks tied 
to a new dmg that has yet to 
be approved and the long time- 
frame. Genzyme shares rose 1.5 
percent to $75.38 on Wednesday, 
suggesting Wall Street assumes a 
CVR value just over $2, said one 
investor. 

“There will be a lot of sellers 
of that CVR, which is going to 
trade like an option,” said Jean- 
Francois Comte, a portfolio 
manager at Paris-based hedge 
fund Lutetia Capital. “So there 
might be another arbitrage 
opportunity on the CVR in the 
next few days.” 

Sanofi thinks the highest 
CVR payout is unlikely to be 
reached, but would welcome it 
nonetheless. 

“I told Henri, if we have to pay 
the last milestone I’ll bring him 
the check personally and with 
his favorite wine to accompany 
that,” Viehbacher said. “The 
CVR was an extremely 
important tool to bridge 
differences in value.” 

At the same time, other big 
pharmaceutical makers could 
consider a CVR in future deals 
now it has become a cornerstone 
of a large acquisition like 
Genzyme, helping to mitigate 
risk as they seek new revenue 


sources. 

“This will set a precedent for 
other large pharma companies 
to use CVRs more,” said 
Jim Prutow, a partner in the 
healthcare practice at PRTM, a 
management consulting firm. 
“CVRs provide an excellent 
mechanism for deals to get 
done at a time it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to 
predict if you will get a drug 
approved or how it will perform 
commercially.” 

Wednesday’s deal follows 
a lengthy stand-off between 
Viehbacher and Termeer, a 
Dutchman who has led the 
company for more than 25 years. 
He will resign as chairman 
and CEO of Genzyme when 
the transaction is completed. 
Genzyme was the first company 
to show that money could be 
made by making drugs for 
diseases with small patient 
populations. 

In 2010 it generated revenue 
of $4.1 billion, enough to 
replace roughly a third of the 
sales Sanofi is expected to 
lose through 2013 to generic 
competition. □ 



BAGHDAD - Iraq will offer 12 oil and gas exploration sites later 
this year in a fourth energy auction since mid-2009, oil ministry 
spokesman Assem Jihad told AFP Wednesday. 

“The ministry is getting ready to offer 12 exploration sites for 
auction this year,” Jihad said, noting that the fields included 
both oil and gas resources, but did not specify how many of 
each. “We hope this will be finished this year, this will be the 
fourth bidding round,” he added. 

Jihad also said that draft contracts for gas fields auctioned to 
foreign energy companies late last year would be finalised 
later this month. Iraq currently produces around 2.5 million 
barrels of oil per day, with around 80 percent of those being 
exported. Both figures are expected to rise dramatically in 
the coming years after two oil field auctions in 2009 led to 11 
contracts being signed with international firms. 

Oil revenues account for 90 percent of Iraq’s government income.□ 
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Gates hopes for lapan-U.S. base progress 


WASHINGTON - US Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates on 
Wednesday praised Japan’s 
efforts to find a solution to 
a dispute over a US base on 
Okinawa and said he hoped for 
progress “later this spring.” 

“I feel like the Japanese 
government is making a serious 
effort to resolve the Futenma 
issue,” Gates told the US House 
of Representatives Armed 
Services Committee, referring 
to Marine Corps Air Station 
Futenma on the island. 

“My hope is that we will get 
resolution, particularly on the 
configuration of the airfield or 
the runways perhaps later this 
spring. And that would then 
allow us to go forward with our 
planning,” he said. 

Japan and the United States 
squabbled for much of the past 
year over the relocation of the 
base after a new government in 
Tokyo pledged to take a fresh 
look at the US military alliance. 
But Gates warned that “without 
resolution” of the issue of 
finding a replacement site, 




In UK Gays 
allowed to 
marry 

LONDON - Gay couples 
are to be allowed civil 
partnership ceremonies 
in churches, Britain’s 
government said Thursday 
— erasing some of the 
last remaining distinctions 
between gay partnerships 
and traditional marriages. 
Although marriage and 
civil partnership are already 
similar under British law, 
civil partnership ceremonies 
are currently not allowed to 
have religious references, 
are banned from churches, 
and must take place in a 
public building overseen by 
a government registrar. □ 


“troops don’t leave Okinawa; 
lands don’t get returned to the 
Japanese, to the Okinawans” and 
said he had made those points to 
the Japanese. 

The base lies in an urban area of 
Okinawa, where residents have 
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long complained about aircraft 
noise and the risk of accidents, 
and is set to be relocated to a 
coastal, less developed location 
on the island. 

As part of the 2006 deal, some 
8,000 US Marines and their 
families would leave Okinawa 
for the US Pacific territory of 
Guam. 

Yukio Hatoyama, who took 
office in 2009 as the first prime 
minister from the center-left 
Democratic Party of Japan, 
initially pledged to scrap the 
accord and move the base 
off Okinawa or out of Japan 
altogether. 

But Hatoyama backtracked 
as Washington ramped up 
pressure for the base to stay put, 
eventually stepping down last 
year having managed to offend 
both Okinawans and the United 
States. 

Japan and the United States 
reaffirmed they would move the 
base to Henoko as originally 
agreed, despite local opposition 
and concerns the offshore 
mnways would spoil a fragile 
marine ecosystem. □ 


BHP Billiton profit up 72% on 
emerging market demand 
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SYDNEY - The world’s top 
miner BHP Billiton Wednesday 
said half-year net profits surged 
72 percent to $10.52 billion as 
emerging markets snap up raw 
materials and the West edges out 
of its economic slump. 

BHP, which was foiled in 
takeover plans for Canadian 
fertiliser giant Potash Corp. 
and an iron ore merger with 
arch-rival Rio Tinto, also said it 
would buy back $10 billion in 
its shares this year. 

Chief executive Marius 
Kloppers said the results came 
despite BP’s major oil spill in 
the Gulf of Mexico and several 
flood disasters, including 
widespread inundations in 
northeastern Australia. 

The company said its earnings 
were reduced by $464 million 
after the United States 
suspended drilling when a 
deadly blast aboard the BP- 
leased Deepwater Horizon rig 
caused America’s worst ever 
environmental disaster. 

“We are proud of the results, 
despite things like the Gulf 
of Mexico events and floods 
around the world,” Kloppers 
told a media briefing. 

“The portfolio has shown that 
it performs at record margins, 
almost record cash flow, and 
we have done that in a manner 
which has been safe. 

“We’re very pleased with what 
opportunities the market has 
afforded us and how we have 
responded to them.” 

BHP shares closed 1.63 percent 
lower at Aus$46.59 ($46.95). 



The profits were in line with 
analysts’ forecasts. 

The company said supply 
problems had buoyed prices 
for its products, which include 
coal and iron ore bound for 
industrialising Asia’s steel mills, 
while its Western Australian iron 
ore shipments set a new record. 
It said operating cash flow 
was at $12.2 billion, while 
shareholders would receive an 
improved interim dividend of 46 
US cents. 

“An improving economic 
backdrop and broader supply 
constraints continued to support 
the fundamentals for the 
majority of BHP Billiton?s core 
commodities,” BHP said in a 
statement. 

The company also said it was 
“cautiously optimistic” about 
the global economy “given the 
continuation of robust growth 
in emerging markets and further 
positive signs of a sustainable 
recovery in major developed 
economies such as the US”.Q 
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Norwegian shipper: kill pirates ‘on the spof 



OSLO, Norway - A Norwegian 
shipping magnate was strongly 
criticized Wednesday for 
suggesting that pirates captured 
off the Horn of Africa should 
be sunk with their skiffs or 
executed on the spot. 

“When (piracy) implies a great 
risk of being caught and hanged, 
and the cost of losing ships and 
weapons becomes too big, it 
will decrease and eventually 
disappear,” Jacob Stolt-Nielsen 
said in an op-ed in Norwegian 
financial newspaper Dagens 
Naeringsliv.The 79-year-old 
is the founder of Stolt-Nielsen 
Ltd, one of Norway’s biggest 
shipping companies. He stepped 
down as chairman two years ago 
but still serves on the board. 
“Pirates captured in international 
waters have always been 
punished by death, often on 
the spot,” Stolt-Nielsen wrote 
Tuesday, arguing that modern 
navies should deal with the 
problem like Roman pirate 
hunter Pompey did more than 
2,000 years ago. 

“Not arrest them and say, 


‘naughty, naughty, shame on 
you,’ and release them again, but 
sink their boats with all hands,” 
he wrote. “The pirates won’t 
be frightened by being placed 
before a civilian court.” 

The article drew sharp criticism 
in Norway, a seafaring nation 
known as a peace broker in 
many of the world’s armed 
conflicts and as the home of the 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

Jacqueline Smith, president of 
the Norwegian Seafarers Union, 
described Stolt-Nielsen’s views 
as “barbaric” and said killing 
pirates could endanger the 700 
seafarers now held as hostages 
in Somalia. 

Piracy in the busy shipping 
lanes off the African nation has 
flourished since its government 
collapsed in 1991. 

Erik Lahnstein, state secretary at 
Norway’s Foreign Ministry, said 
basic human rights must apply 
also to pirates, and noted that 
“even for the most gruesome 
crimes, we do not have death 
penalty in Norway.” 
Stolt-Nielsen acknowledged 


that killing pirates could trigger 
a backlash against crews held 
hostage. “But you can’t make an 
omelet without breaking eggs. 
This is war and warfare costs 
lives,” he wrote. 

The company issued a statement 
emphasizing that the comments 
in the article reflected “Mr. 

Jacob Stolt-Nielsen’s own 
personal opinion.” 

The company’s ships have been 
exposed to pirate attacks off 
Somalia’s coast and some of 
them now carry armed guards. 
Other ship owners have taken 
similar steps to protect their 
ships and their crews. 
Meanwhile, in Somalia, the 
bodies of eight pirates killed in 
a commando raid last month 
on a South Korean freighter 
were brought to Mogadishu’s 
airport, said Ibrahim Iman, the 
airport manager. South Korean 
commandos raided the chemical 
carrier Samho Jewelry and 
freed the crew of 21 .qHalima 
Hassan, a sister of one of the 
dead pirates, said her brother 
was innocent and was killed as 


he was guarding the coast “from 
illegal fishing vessels.” 

Also Wednesday, Britain’s 
Ministry of Defense said British 
sailors freed five Yemeni 
fishermen held hostage for three 
months in the Indian Ocean. 

The British crew also found and 
destroyed weapons, including 
grenades and three skiffs, used 
to launch attacks, when they 
searched the pirates’ boat last 


Thursday. 

The sailors on HMS Cornwall 
were alerted by a South 
Korean merchant vessel which 
spotted the Somali boat acting 
suspiciously, the ministry said. 
Piracy attacks off Somalia began 
in retaliation for illegal shipping 
off the coast, though the piracy 
industry has evolved into a 
multimillion dollar business 
with near daily attacks.□ 


Israel: Iran sending two 
warships to Mediterranean 



JERUSALEM - Iran is 
sending two warships into 
the eastern Mediterranean, 
Israel’s foreign minister said 
Wednesday, labelling the act a 
“provocation” that the Jewish 


state cannot ignore for long. 
“Tonight two Iranian warships 
are supposed to cross the Suez 
Canal into the Mediterranean 
Sea on their way to Syria,” 
Foreign Minister Avigdor 


Lieberman said, speaking at a 
conference of American Jewish 
leaders in Jerusalem. 

Defence Minister Ehud Barak 
labelled the reported sailing as 
“hostile’ and said that Israel was 
closely monitoring the situation. 
“Israel is watching attentively 
the hostile Iranian movement 
and has updated friendly 
countries on the matter,” he 
said in a statement, without 
elaborating. 

Lieberman said Iranian warships 
cruising past Israel’s coast was 
something that had not occurred 


for many years and was a 
“provocation that proves the 
self confidence and cheek of the 
Iranians is growing from day- 
to-day.” 

“To my sorrow the international 
community is not dealing 
with these repeated Iranian 
provocations,” the foreign 
minister said, referring to a 
recent visit by Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to the 
Lebanese border with Israel. 
“The international community 
has to understand that Israel 
cannot ignore these provocations 
for eternity,” Lieberman said. 
Israel reportedly sent one of its 
submarines through the Suez 
in 2009 to take part in Red Sea 
military exercises that were 
interpreted as a warning to Iran. 
The Suez Canal Authority said 
it had not yet been informed of 
an Iranian request to send its 
ships through the canal, but that 
it should not be a problem if 
they do. 

“The Suez Canal authority 
allows all ships of any 
nationality to cross as long as 
the country is not in a state of 
war with Egypt,” the Authority 
said in a statement, noting “it 
would be the first time Iranian 
warships have used the Suez 
Canal since 1979.” 


“The Suez Canal does not accept 
the Iranian currency, but that 
does not mean that Iranian ships 
cannot use the canal.” 

The nuclear-powered US 
aircraft carrier Enterprise passed 
through the canal in the other 
direction heading from the 
Mediterranean to the Red Sea 
earlier on Wednesday, witnesses 
and officials said. 

But a spokesman for the US 
Fifth Fleet told AFP said the 
voyage was part of a long- 
planned deployment to support 
the war in Afghanistan and 
was not related to tensions in 
Egypt or the wider Arab world. 
The Tehran regime is seen by 
Israel as its principal threat 
after repeated predictions 
by its president Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad of its demise. 

Israel also accuses Tehran of 
arming and funding Hezbollah 
in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza. 
Israel, which has the Middle 
East’s sole if undeclared nuclear 
arsenal, suspects Iran of trying 
to develop atomic weapons 
under cover of a civilian nuclear 
programme.Tehran denies that 
charge and has accused Israel 
of trying to sabotage its civilian 
nuclear programme and kill its 
nuclear scientists. □ 

Israel has backed a US policy 


Post-wedding 

Prince William. Kate to visit Canada 

OTTAWA- Prince William and Kate Middleton will visit Canada from June 30 to 
July 8 on their first official foreign trip as a married couple, British and Canadian 
officials said Wednesday. 

The tour will include the provinces of Alberta, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, the 
Canadian capital Ottawa as well as the Northwest Territories. 

“Their decision to come to Canada first is a testament to our country’s very close 
relationship with the Royal Family,” Prime Minister Stephen Harper said in a 
statement. 

Queen Elizabeth, who is Canada’s head of state, visited in 2010. Middleton will 
marry the second-in-line to the British throne on April 29 at Westminster Abbey in 
London. 

A spokesman for William said the prince was keen to visit Canada himself and to 
show his new wife a country close to his family’s heart.Q 
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In Bahrain 

Protesters’ deaths fuel anger in streets 

the two dead men, and said a 
committee would investigate. 
The Interior Ministry has 
promised legal action if it 
finds police used unjustified 
force. The Foreign Ministry 
said those suspected of blame 
for the deaths of the two 
protesters had been arrested, 
“steps which make clear that 
the Kingdom of Bahrain 
does not condone the use of 
excessive force at any time.” 
Foreign Minister Khaled bin 
Ahmed al-Khalifa “noted that 
the protests could happen 
in any free, democratic 
country,” his ministry said in 
a statement. 

In the Sunni town of Riffa, 
home to many members of 
the ruling family, at least 
1,000 pro-government 
demonstrators waved flags 
and held pictures of King 
Hamad in a show of support. 
Though itself only a minor 
oil exporter, Bahrain’s 
stability is important for 
neighboring Saudi Arabia, 
where oilfields are located 
in an area populated by an 
oppressed Shi’ite minority.□ 

In Benghazi 

Rioting hits streets of Libyan city 

TRIPOLI - Hundreds of people clashed 
with police and government supporters 
overnight in the eastern Libyan city of 
Benghazi, a witness and local media said, 
in a rare show of unrest in the oil exporting 
country. 

Protesters angered by the arrest of a human 
rights activist threw petrol bombs, set cars 
ablaze and chanted “no God but God!” in 
clashes that left dozens injured, according 
to reports from the city. 

Libya has been tightly controlled by 
leader Muammar Gaddafi for over 40 
years but has also felt the ripples from 
popular revolts in its neighbours Egypt and 
Tunisia. 

Libyan state television said that rallies 
were held in the early hours of Wednesday 
morning across the country in support of 
Gaddafi, who is Africa’s longest serving 
leader. 

Reports from Benghazi, about 1,000 km 
(600 miles) east of the Libyan capital, 
indicated the city was now calm but that 
overnight, protesters armed with stones 
and petrol bombs had set fire to vehicles 
and fought with police. 

The protesters were angry about the arrest 



of a human rights campaigner and demanded his 
release. 

Gaddafi opponents used the Facebook social 
networking site to call on people to go out onto 
the streets across Libya on Thursday for what they 
described as a “day of rage.” 

Quryna newspaper, which is based in Benghazi, 
quoted Abdelkrim Gubaili, the director of a local 
hospital, as saying 38 people were hurt in the 
clashes, most of them members of the security 
forces. He said they had all been discharged. 

“Last night was a bad night,” a Benghazi resident, 
who did not want to be identified, told Reuters by 
telephone. 

“There were about 500 or 600 people involved. □ 



MANAMA - Protesters in 
Bahrain, emboldened by 
revolts that have toppled 
Arab rulers in Tunisia and 
Egypt, poured into the center 
of the capital on Wednesday 
to mourn a demonstrator 
killed in clashes with security 
forces. 

A crowd estimated at more 
than 1,000 people joined 
a winding Shi’ite funeral 
procession for the man, 
shot dead on Tuesday when 
fighting broke out at the 
burial of another protester. 
Around 2,000 others were 
camped out at a junction 
in the center of the Gulf 
island kingdom’s capital, 
hoping to emulate the rallies 
on Cairo’s Tahrir Square. 


They demanded a change 
of government in Bahrain, 
where a Sunni family rules 
over a Shi’ite majority. 

The protests, in their third 
day, are some of the most 
serious since widespread 
Shi’ite unrest in the 1990s, 
and appear to be driven 
by familiar complaints of 
economic hardship, lack 
of political freedom and 
sectarian discrimination. 

“The people demand the fall 
of the regime!” protesters 
chanted as men pounded their 
chests in rhythm, a mourning 
gesture which is distinctive to 
the Shi’ite branch of Islam. 
King Hamad bin Isa al- 
Khalifa has expressed 
condolences to relatives of 


In Iraq 



Protesters set fire to 
government offices 



BAGHDAD - About 2,000 
demonstrators attacked 
government offices in a 
southern Iraqi province, 
ripping up pavement stones 
to hurl at a regional council 
headquarters in a protest over 
shoddy public services that 
left dozens of people injured, 
officials said. 

The demonstration was 
among the most dramatic 
since Iraqis began 
venting their anger about 
dysfunctional government 
at all levels in relatively 
small protests across the 
country an echo of the tumult 
happening across the Arab 
world. Unlike protesters in 
other countries demanding 
democracy or regime change, 


however, demonstrators 
in Iraq have focused on 
unemployment, corruption 
and a lack of electricity. The 
top medical official in Wasit 
province, Diaa al-Aboudi, 
said 55 people were injured 
including three critically in 
the protests in the city of Kut, 
100 miles (160 kilometers) 
southeast of Baghdad. He 
said some of them were shot 
by police while others were 
hit by stones or suffered 
bums. Kut police denied 
firing on the protesters 
and blamed the governor’s 
bodyguards and private 
security guards at one of the 
buildings. The governor could 
not immediately be reached 
for comment. □ 


In Egypt 

Death toll put at 365 as strikes continue 

CAIRO - At least 
365 people died in 
the 18 days of anti- 
government protests 
that pushed out 
longtime Egyptian 
leader Hosni Mubarak, 
the Health Ministry 
said Wednesday in the 

first official accounting of the death toll. 

Minister Ahmed Sameh Farid said it was only a preliminary 
count of civilians killed and did not include police or 
prisoners. And while Mubarak is gone, frustration with the 
quality of life from working conditions to environmental 
concerns has kept demonstrators in the streets as the economy 
continues to falter. 

Airport employees protested for better pay Wednesday, textile 
workers went on strike to demand a corruption probe and 
residents of a Suez Canal city pressed for the closing of a 
chemical factory they say is dumping toxic waste into a lake. 
The mling military council issued its second statement in three 
days calling for an immediate halt to all labor actions. The new 
warning raised expectations of an outright ban on protests and 
strikes that could easily raise the tension between authorities 
and the protest movement.□ 





























Armstrong officially off bike—Retirement 2.0’ 


Lance Armstrong speaks during an interview in Austin, 
Texas, Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2011. Almost a month after 
finishing 65th in his last competitive race in Australia, and 
nearly six years removed from the last of an unprecedented 


seven straight Tour de France titles, the 39-year-old 
cyclist made clear there is no reset button this time. 

Associated Press 
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NASCAR driver Dale 
Earnhardt Jr. looks on while 
crew members work on his 
damaged car after he was 
involved in a crash. 

Associated Press 

Junior wrecks 
Daytona 
500 car 

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. - 
Dale Earnhardt Jr. wrecked 
his pole-winning car in 
practice Wednesday and 
will have to start at the back 
of the pack for the Daytona 
500. Earnhardt was pushing 
Hendrick Motorsports 
teammate Jimmie Johnson 
in practice when Johnson 
had to slow down for 
slower-moving traffic in 
front of him. Earnhardt 
plowed into Johnson’s back 
bumper and turned him 
sideways. 

A second pack of cars led 
by Martin Truex Jr. closed 
quickly on Earnhardt’s 
bumper, causing the No. 

88 Chevrolet to spin across 
the track and into the inside 
wall. Johnson said he had to 
slow down suddenly when 
a pack of three cars ahead 
of them on the track — 
driven by Robby Gordon, 
Michael Waltrip and David 
Gilliland — drifted high 
from the bottom of the track 
toward the top. 

Continued page B4 



Philadelphia Flyers defenseman 
Kimmo Timonen, of Finland, celebrates 
after scoring against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning during the shootout of an NHL 
in Tampa, Fla., Tuesday, 
■iF£B. 15 The Flyers won 4-3. 

Associated Press 

NHL Roundup 
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Austria’s Raich 
out of worlds 


Austria’s Benjamin Raich 
reacts after failing to complete 
his run during the Nations 
Team event at the Alpine 
World Skiing Championships 
in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 
Germany, Wednesday, Feb. 16, 
2011. 

Associated Press 
GARMISCH- 
PARTENKIRCHEN, 
Germany (AP) — Benjamin 
Raich of Austria has been 
ruled out of the rest of the 
world championships after 
injuring his left knee in a 
crash at the team event. 

The Austrian ski federation 
says the 2007 overall 
World Cup champion will 
undergo surgery after tearing 
ligaments and damaging his 
cartilage and meniscus during 
the first run of Wednesday’s 
parallel slalom event. 

The 32-year-old Raich, who 
has won seven medals at 
the worlds since 2001, will 
miss Friday’s giant slalom 
and Sunday’s slalom. The 
Austrian team has been hit 
by a recent string of injuries. 
Hans Grugger, Mario 
Scheiber, Georg Streitberger 
and Marcel Hirscher were all 
ruled out shortly before the 
start of the worlds following 
crashes in World Cup 
races. □ 


Pujols deadline passes with no deal 

TIM REYNOLDS 


AP Sports Writer 
JUPITER, Florida (AP) 

— The deadline for Albert 
Pujols and the St. Louis 
Cardinals to reach a new 
contract agreement passed 
on Wednesday with no new 
deal, making it likely Major 
League Baseball star will test 
the free-agent market after the 
season. 

“We are greatly disappointed 
at this outcome,” Cardinals 
chairman William DeWitt Jr. 
said. “We will revisit it again 
following the 2011 season, 
at which time we will again 
make every effort to keep him 
as a Cardinal.” 

Pujols, a three-time MLB 
MVP, is the only player in 
league history to hit 30 or 
more home runs in each of his 
first 10 seasons — all with 
the Cardinals, the team he 
has said in the past he wants 
to remain with for the rest of 
his career. But the sides failed 
in recent months to reach 
common ground, raising the 
possibility he may be on the 
cusp of his final season in St. 
Louis. 

Pujols will make $16 million 
this season in his contract’s 
final year, with $4 million 
of the money deferred with 
no interest. Pujols said he 
doesn’t want to negotiate 
during spring training or the 
season. The Cardinals say 
they are open to talks. 

St. Louis said it made an 
offer at the start of the year 
and then discussed possible 


This Sept. 17, 2010, file photo shows St. Louis Cardinals’Albert Pujols hitting an RBI-double during 
the first inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres, in St. Louis. 

Associated Press 


modifications. “They were 
lengthy and in depth,” DeWitt 
said of the talks. 

Pujols said through his agent, 
Dan Lozano, that he does not 
want to discuss his contract 
status publicly when he 
arrives at camp or during the 
season. “He is not only the 
best player in MLB, and on 
his way to having a Hall of 
Fame career, but an iconic 
figure in sports,” Lozano 


said in a statement. “The 
expiration of today’s deadline 
does not eliminate the 
possibility of Albert returning 
to the Cardinals in 2012, but 
simply delays negotiations 
until the conclusion of the 
Cardinals’ season.” 

St. Louis manager Tony La 
Russa said on Tuesday that he 
believes Pujols was feeling 
pressure from the union to 
“set the bar” with his next 


deal. The MLB record is Alex 
Rodriguez’s $275 million, 10- 
year pact with the New York 
Yankees. Pujols has a .331 
career batting average and 
averaged 41 homers and 123 
RBIs. He’s also a nine-time 
MLB All-Star, won six Silver 
Slugger Awards and two Gold 
Gloves. Last year he batted 
.312 with 42 homers and 118 
RBIs and finished second in 
MVP balloting.□ 


Davies’ comeback continues, earns spot with United 



Soccer player Charlie Davies talks to the media after a training 
session with DC United, Friday, Feb. 4, 2011 in Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Charlie Davies’ comeback 
from a car accident that 
nearly killed him took 
a major step forward 
Wednesday when he joined 
D.C. United for the MLS 
season. Davies was awarded 
the coveted No. 9 jersey at a 
news conference Wednesday 
after United completed a 
deal to take the 24-year-old 
striker on loan from French 
club Sochaux. Davies will 
play with United during the 
upcoming MLS season, and 
the club will have an option 
to keep him as a permanent 
transfer at the end of the year. 


The 24-year-old American 
forward sustained severe 
injuries in an accident near 
Washington in October 2009, 
costing him what appeared to 
be a certain spot on the World 
Cup team in South Africa. 

The comeback from all the 
injuries — the ruptured 
bladder, the bleeding on 
the brain, the broken and 
dislocated left elbow, the 
broken bones in his right leg, 
the broken nose, forehead 
and eye socket — is nearly 
complete, and it tried nearly 
every bit of his patience. 

“I needed a new atmosphere, 
a new environment,” Davies 


said. “And I found it and I’m 
extremely excited and happy. 
Ever since the beginning 
when I got out of the hospital 
bed, to the wheelchair, to the 
crutches, to walking, then to 
jogging on a treadmill, on 
each phase I wanted to do 
more. I always pushed myself 
to the limit, I think that’s one 
of the main things that pushed 
me through.” 

When he returned to his 
French club, Davies didn’t 
come close to recovering his 
form that previously had him 
on track to play for the U.S. 
in the World Cup in South 
Africa last summer. Q 





























Miami Heat guard Dwyane Wade, right, shoots as Indiana Pacers 
center Roy Hibbert defends during the first half of an NBA 
basketball game in Indianapolis, Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2011. 


Associated Press 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Dwyane Wade equaled a 
club record for most points 
in a first half with 31, and 
finished with 41 overall to 
help the Miami Heat defeat 
the Indiana Pacers 110-103 on 
Tuesday night. 

NBA Roundup 

Wade also finished with 12 
rebounds for the Heat, who 
bounced back from a loss to 
Boston on Sunday. 

LeBron James scored 10 of 
his 27 points in the fourth 
quarter and Chris Bosh added 
22 points and eight rebounds 
for Miami, which has won 
eight of nine. Roy Hibbert 
scored 18 points and Tyler 
Hansbrough added 16 for 
the Pacers. Indiana has won 
seven of nine under interim 
coach Frank Vogel, with both 
losses coming against the 
Heat. Miami led by 24 points 


MIKE CRANSTON 
AP Sports Writer 
CHARLOTTE, North 
Carolina (AP) — The 
Bobcats removed the interim 
tag from coach Paul Silas by 
rewarding him with a one- 
year extension on Wednesday 
after he helped get Charlotte 
into NBA playoff contention 
following a miserable start 
under Larry Brown. “It’s 
a very exciting day for me 
knowing I’11 be here this 
year and next year and have 
a chance to really make this 
team special,” Silas said. 
“There’s a long way to go, 
but we’re getting there.” 
Owner Michael Jordan’s 
decision comes less than two 
months after he fired Brown 
following Charlotte’s 9-19 
start that left a fractured 
team. Guard Stephen Jackson 
said a change was needed 
because “nobody wanted 
to play” for the demanding 
Brown, who had routinely 


in the first half, then lost the 
lead before regaining it for 
good in the fourth quarter. 
Thunder 126, Kings 94 
At Oklahoma City, Daequan 
Cook scored 20 points and 
Russell Westbrook added 
10 points and 11 assists as 
the Oklahoma City Thunder 
set the team’s season high 
for points. Oklahoma City 
scored 68 points in the first 
half, a season high for a half, 
and led by as many 25 before 
leading by 18 at the halftime 
break as the Thunder topped 
the Kings for the second time 
in four days. Kevin Durant 
went 5 for 18 from the field 
and scored 17 points, and 
Nenad Krstic had 16 for 
Oklahoma City as seven 
players finished in double 
figures in scoring. 

DeMarcus Cousins returned 
from a one-game suspension 
to lead Sacramento with 21 


criticized his players. The 
67-year-old Silas brought a 
calming influence and a more 
uptempo, free-flowing style. 
He’s led the Bobcats to a 
15-13 mark to get within VA 
games of the Indiana Pacers 
for the final playoff spot in 
the Eastern Conference. Silas 


points and 13 rebounds off 
the bench. 

Bulls 106, Bobcats 94 

At Chicago, Luol Deng 
scored 24 points, while 
Derrick Rose had 18 points 
and 13 assists after a slow 
start as the Chicago Bulls 
beat the Charlotte Bobcats for 
their ninth win in 11 games. 

In a game of momentum 
swings, the Bulls needed a 
strong finish to pull this one 
out and put away a team 
that blew out the Lakers the 
previous night. 

Chicago opened the fourth 
quarter on a 10-2 run to take 
control on a night when 
Bobcats owner Michael 
Jordan and Scottie Pippen 
sat next to each other at 
courtside. 

Deng hit 10 of 19 shots. 

Rose, who outscored Deron 
Williams and Chris Paul by 
a combined 52-26 in wins at 


believes the Bobcats have a 
“very good shot” at making 
the postseason for the second 
straight season. 

“My main goal when I took 
this job was to change the 
atmosphere, change the 
attitude and make the team 
more confident,” Silas said. □ 


Utah and New Orleans, shot 
just 5 of 14 but came up big 
down the stretch. 

Gerald Henderson led 
Charlotte with 22 points. 
Grizzlies 102, 76ers 91 
At Memphis, Mike Conley 
scored all 22 of his points in 
the second half, helping the 
Memphis Grizzlies hold off 
the Philadelphia 76ers. 

Zach Randolph had 21 
points and 10 rebounds 
for Memphis, along with a 
season-high seven assists 
as Memphis won its fourth 
straight. Sam Young added 12 
points and Rudy Gay had 11 


before leaving in the second 
quarter with a shoulder injury. 
He did not return. 

Thaddeus Young led 
Philadelphia with 23 points, 
while Lou Williams added 18 
off the bench. Elton Brand 
finished with 13, and Jrue 
Holiday had 10 points and 
five assists. 

In other NBA games it was 
Miami 110, Indiana 103; 
Chicago 106, Charlotte 94; 
Memphis 102, Philadelphia 
91; Oklahoma City 126, 
Sacramento 96; Phoenix 
102, Utah 101; Golden State 
102, New Orleans 89.Q 


: THE CINEMAS 


thecinemas.aw 


Valid till Feb 23 
*matinee: Saturday - Sunday | **late show: friday & Saturday 


AT RENAISSANCE 


| AT PASEO HERENCIA 1 

THE RITE 

daily: 
matinee: 
late show: 

5:45 - 8:30 

12:15-3:00 

11:15 

NJW 

9P 

THE RITE 

daily: 
matinee: 
late show: 

6:00 - 8:45 NEW 

12:30-3:15 i—p—i 

11:30 


I AM NUMBER FOUR 

daily: 4:45-7:15-9:30 

matinee: 12:00-2:30 

late show: 11:45 

BIG MOMMAS HOUSE 3 

daily: 5:00-7:30-9:45 

matinee: 12:15-2:45 

late show: 12:00 

THE ROOMMATE 

daily: 7:00-9:15 

matinee: 

late show: 11:30 

JUST GO WITH IT 

daily: 4:15-6:45-9:15 

matinee: 1:45 

late show: 11:45 

THE MECHANIC 

daily: 9:45 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 

JUSTIN BIEBER: NEVER SAY 
NEVER3D 

daily: 5:00-7:15 

matinee: 12:15-2:30 

late show: 

YOGI BEAR 3D 
daily: 5:00 

matinee: 1:00-3:00 

late show: 


NEW 


□d 


EC 

a 

□d 

a 

rpGH 


I AM NUMBER FOUR 

daily: 5:00-7:30-9:45 

matinee: 12:30-2:45 

late show: 12:00 

BIG MOMMAS HOUSE 3 

daily: 4:45-7:15-9:30 

matinee: 12:00-2:30 

late show: 11:45 

THE KINGS SPEECH 

daily: 5:45 - 8:30 

matinee: 12:15-3:00 

late show: 11:00 

JUST GO WITH IT 

daily: 6:45-9:30 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 

NO STRINGS ATTACHED 

daily: 9:30 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 

JUSTIN BIEBER: NEVER SAY 
NEVER3D 

daily: 4:45 - 7:00 

matinee: 12:00-2:15 

late show: 

YOGI BEAR 3D 
daily: 4:30 

matinee: 12:15-2:15 

late show: 


NEW 


NEW 


a 

□d 

a 

rpGi 


Matinee: sat - sun I Late show: fri & sat 


Bobcats remove interim 
tag from coach Paul Silas 



Charlotte Bobcats head coach Paul Silas reacts to a call in the 
second half of an 109-97 loss to the Miami Heat in an NBA 
basketball game in Charlotte, N.C., Friday, Feb. 4, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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letters gelore shout NFL lobor negotiations 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Pro Football Writer 
WASHINGTON - Both sides 
in the NFL’s labor talks are 
trying to spread the word 
by putting their positions 
in writing, and everyone’s 
getting in on the act — from 
Hall of Fame players Jack 
Youngblood and Bruce 
Smith, to Commissioner 
Roger Goodell, to mayors of 
league cities. 

In a letter obtained by The 
Associated Press on Tuesday, 
Youngblood and Smith asked 
NFL owners to promise not 
to lock out players even if 
a new collective bargaining 
agreement isn’t reached 
by the time the current one 
expires at the end of the day 
March 3. 

Youngblood was elected 
to the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in 2001, Smith in 2009. 
Their letter was addressed 
to “Owners of the National 
Football League” and sent 
Jan. 31 to Goodell at league 
headquarters in New York. 
“As former players, it is 
crystal clear that the vast 
popularity and financial 
success of football means 
that a lock out cannot be 
in the interest of anybody 
involved, particularly the 
fans who support the game,” 
Youngblood and Smith wrote. 
“We understand the need for 
both sides to create pressure, 
but also know that at times it 
is important to decrease tenor 
and tone in order for the right 
deal to be made in a non- 
emotional atmosphere.” 

They noted that the players’ 
union already “pledged to not 
strike.” 

“By making the parallel 
commitment,” they wrote, 
“the owners would create the 
breathing room for a deal to 
be struck.” 

That exact wording also was 
used in a Feb. 7 letter from 
Kansas City, Mo., Mayor 
Mark Funkhouser to Clark 
Hunt, the owner and chief 
executive officer of that 
city’s NFL team, the Chiefs. 
Indeed, Funkhouser’s two- 
paragraph letter to Hunt uses 
phrases throughout that echo 
the letter to Goodell from 
Youngblood and Smith. 
Mayors or city officials from 
at least five sites of NFL 



In this Jan. 31, 2009, file photo, former Buffalo Bills defensive end Bruce Smith gestures after being 
elected into the Pro Football Hall of Fame during a news conference in Tampa, Fla. Pro Football 
Hall of Famers Jack Youngblood and Bruce Smith have asked NFL owners to promise not to lock 
out players if a new labor deal isn’t reached by early March. In a letter obtained by The Associated 
Press on Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2011, Youngblood and Smith note the players’ union already “pledged to 


not strike.” 


Associated Press 


teams have written letters to 
the league or a club official to 
argue against a lockout. 
Goodell, meanwhile, 
indicated in an op-ed piece 
that the 2011 regular season 
could be in jeopardy if the 
league and union don’t start 
“serious negotiations” toward 
a new CBA soon. 

“The hard work to secure 
the next NFL season must 
now accelerate in earnest,” 


Goodell wrote in the piece, 
which has been run by 
more than 30 newspapers 
or websites since last week 
and was posted Tuesday on 
NFLlabor.com. 

He said he “cannot emphasize 
enough the importance of 
reaching agreement by” the 
expiration of the old CBA. 
Goodell also said owners 
need more money to offset 
“costs of financing, building, 


maintaining and operating 
stadiums.” He added: “We 
need new stadiums in Los 
Angeles, Minneapolis, San 
Francisco, Oakland and San 
Diego.” 

And in yet another letter, the 
advocacy group Sports Fan 
Coalition wrote Tuesday to 
the NFL and union, asking 
that its leadership be allowed 
to listen in on bargaining 
sessions between the sides. □ 


AP source: Barclays looking at Bethpage Black 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

LOS ANGELES - The Barclays wants to 
take its FedEx Cup playoff event to Bethpage 
Black in 2012. 

A person informed of the plans told The 
Associated Press on Wednesday that Barclays 
and the PGA Tour are negotiating to bring the 
tournament to the Long Island public course 
that has hosted two U.S. Opens. 

The person, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he was not authorized 
to release the information, said such a deal 
would need approval by the New York state 
parks and recreation department and the tour’s 
policy board. 

The Barclays, the opening playoff event for 
the FedEx Cup, has rotated around New York 
and northern New Jersey since the FedEx Cup 
began in 2007. It has gone from Westchester 
to Liberty National to Ridgewood Country 
Club, and is set for this year at Plainfield 
Country Club. 

Westchester, the original home to The 
Barclays, has been given the Senior Players 
Championship this year. 

Dave Catalano, director of Bethpage State 
Park, was not in the office Tuesday and could 
not be reached for comment. 

PGA Tour spokesman Ty Votaw said the tour 
would have no comment on any discussions. 
Bethpage Black is such a popular attraction 


that golfers are known to sleep overnight in 
their cars with hopes of getting a tee time. 

The U.S. Open was an instant hit when it first 
went there in 2002, attracting some 50,000 
fans, many of whom watched the world’s best 
players compete on what local duffers regard 
as their public golf course. 

Tiger Woods went wire-to-wire to win by 
three shots. The U.S. Open returned in 
2009, with Lucas Glover winning a rainy 
tournament that took five days to complete. 
Mike Davis, the senior director of rules and 
competition for the USGA, said he was not 
aware of a deal for The Barclays to go to 
Bethpage Black. But he said it would be at 
least a decade before the U.S. Open returned 
to the public course. 

“I’ve only heard rumors about it,” Davis said 
about a deal with Barclays and the Black. 

“I do know the Bethpage people have been 
looking at other events they could do. It’s 
fair to say that at least what we have named 
to date (for the U.S. Open), and what we 
will name in the very near future, won’t be 
Bethpage.” 

Davis said that typical of any taxpayer-owned 
course, Bethpage would need “appropriate 
funding” for the golf course to keep its 
condition at a reasonable level. 

“There’s probably too much of a time gap 
between the last one (U.S. Open) and the next 
one,” he said. □ 


Junior 

Continued from PageBl 

“I was running out of space, 
and I thought that hole was 
going to close, and I lifted, 
and I got turned sideways 
from behind,” Johnson said. 
The accident was a function 
of the two-car drafting that 
has become the fastest way 
around Daytona International 
Speedway this year. Working 
together, two cars are so 
much faster than a single 
car or a larger pack that 
Earnhardt says other drivers 
have to watch the closing 
speed of the cars coming up 
behind them. 

“You’ve got to pay attention 
out there, man,” Earnhardt 
said. “You want to come out 
here and race, you’ve got to 
pay attention.” 

Hendrick Motorsports 
immediately pulled out a 
backup car for Earnhardt. He 
will have to forfeit the top 
starting spot in his qualifying 
race Thursday and Sunday’s 
season opener. 

It is the third car Earnhardt 
has used during Daytona 
Speedweeks. 

He also wrecked one in 
last weekend’s exhibition 
Budweiser Shootout. 

The team will repair the 
Shootout car, and it will 
become his backup car for 
Sunday. 

“We’ve got plenty of race 
cars,” Earnhardt said. 

“I ain’t worried about how 
fast we’ll be or whether 
we’ll be as good. We’ll be 
fine. But it never feels good 
tearing them up. I’m just 
disappointed in myself. 

I didn’t feel good about 
getting out there practicing, 
and didn’t think I needed to 
be out there practicing. I just 
had a bad feeling about it. We 
come running up on some 
guys that didn’t have their 
heads on straight and got into 
an accident.’Q 
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USCLYMmEs 


SAIL, SNORKEL, 
SWIM & SWING! 

DAILY 9:30-2pm $56pp 
Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON 

SNORKEL 

DAILY 3-6pm only $38pp 
Shorter version of morning 
cruise same stops Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET 

SAIL 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm 
only $30pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 


Save $10 per 
couple / per coupon 
for morning cruise. 
Save $5 per couple / 
per coupon for 
afternoon cruise. 


5868107/592 7858 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations only - Present coupon upon boarding. 


Flyers beat lightning in 7th round of shootout 


TAMPA, Florida (AP) — 
Kimmo Timonen scored in the 
seventh round of a shootout 
as the Philadelphia Flyers 
beat the Tampa Bay Lightning 
4-3 on Tuesday in a matchup 
of the top two teams in the 
Eastern Conference. 

NHL Roundup 

Philadelphia, which won the 
shootout 2-1, got goals in 
regulation from James Van 
Riemsdyk, Scott Hartnell and 
Darroll Powe — on a short- 
handed penalty shot. The 
conference-leading Flyers are 
18-6-3 on the road. 

NHL Roundup 

Dominic Moore, Vincent 
Lecavalier and Teddy Purcell 
scored for the Lightning, who 
took three of four in the season 
series with Philadelphia. 
Tampa Bay, which trails the 
Flyers by five points, is 5-3 
during a 12-game homestand. 
Canucks 4, Wild 1 
At St. Paul, Minnesota, Manny 
Malhotra had a goal and an 
assist, and Cory Schneider 
stopped 27 shots as Vancouver 
defeated Minnesota. 

Jannik Hansen, Mikael 
Samuelsson and Ryan Kessler 
also scored to help the banged- 
up Canucks win in Minnesota 
for the first time in their last 
five tries despite registering 
just one shot on goal in the 
third period. 

Cal Clutterbuck scored for 
Minnesota, his fourth goal in 
three games. 

Sharks 2, Predators 1, OT 

At Nashville, Tennessee, 
Patrick Marleau beat goalie 
Pekka Rinne on a breakaway 
3:53 into overtime to give San 
Jose a victory over Nashville. 
Cody Franson scored on a 
first-period power play for 
the Predators and Devin 


Setoguchi tied it midway 
through the second. 

The Predators took seven 
shots in the third period and 
the Sharks had 17, but neither 
team could score. 

Maple Leafs 4, Bruins 3 
At Boston, Mikhail Grabovski 
scored the tiebreaking goal 
with 1:01 remaining as 
Toronto rallied for a win over 
Boston. 

Grabovski and former Bruin 
Phil Kessel both finished with 
two goals for the Maple Leafs, 
who fell behind 3-2 on Patrice 
Bergeron’s 20th goal of the 
season with 10:52 to play. 
Kessel’s second goal of the 
game tied it with 6:33 left. 
Grabovski’s game-winner 

extended Boston’s losing 
streak to three straight. 

Joffrey Lupol had two assists, 
his first points with Toronto, 
and James Reimer finished 
with 32 saves. 

Tim Thomas stopped 24 shots 
for the Bruins. 

Sabres 3, Canadiens 2, SO 
At Montreal, Jochen Hecht 
scored on Buffalo’s 10th 
shootout attempt to give the 
Sabres a win over Montreal. 
Rookie goalie Jhonas Enroth 
stopped seven of Montreal’s 
final eight shooters in the 
tiebreaker. He made 32 saves 
during the game, his first with 
the Sabres since Nov. 24, 
when he had 28 saves in a 1-0 
loss to Pittsburgh. 

Jason Pominville leveled it 
at 2 for Buffalo with his 13th 
goal 6:08 into the third. The 
Sabres won the shootout 4-3. 
Drew Stafford got his ninth 
goal in five games late in the 
second to bring the Sabres 
within 2-1. His power-play 
effort snapped Carey Price’s 
shutout streak at 102 minutes, 
54 seconds. 


Max Pacioretty and Benoit 
Pouliot scored for Montreal. 
Islanders 4, Senators 3, SO 
At Ottawa, Frans Nielsen 
scored in a shootout and 
Nathan Lawson earned his 
first NHL win to lift New York 
over Ottawa. 

Philadelphia Flyers left 
wing James van Riemsdyk 
(21) reacts to his goal after 
getting around Tampa Bay 
Lightning left wing Simon 
Gagne (12) during the first 
period of an NHL hockey 
game in Tampa, Fla., 
Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2011. 
Associated Press 


Michael Grabner scored a 
short-handed goal for the 
Islanders and set up Josh 
Bailey’s third-period score. 
Robbie Schremp had the 
other New York goal in the 
shootout, while Lawson, who 
made 28 saves, stopped Jason 
Spezza and Bobby Butler after 
Alex Kovalev scored. 

Blake Comeau had the other 
goal in regulation for the 
Islanders, who have won four 
straight and five of their last 
six. 

Butler and Ryan Shannon 
scored on the power play 
and Erik Karlsson had the 
other regulation goal for the 
Senators, who have won once 
in 13 games and twice in their 
past 20. 

In other NHL games it was 
Buffalo 3, Montreal 2, SO; 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Ottawa 3, 
SO; Philadelphia 4, Tampa 
Bay 3, SO; Toronto 4, Boston 
3; San Jose 2, Nashville 1, 
OT; Vancouver 4, Minnesota 
1; and Edmonton 4, Dallas 

in 




STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 


Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 


NO SERVICE CHARGE 



Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 


We are located close to the High-rise hotel's 
at walking distance . 

Call us for Catering Service and 
Private Party’s etc. 

RESERVATION SUGGESTED 




TEL: 586-7333 
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lance Armstrong officially retiring again 



Lance Armstrong gestures during an interview in Austin, Texas, 
Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2011. 

Associated Press 


JIM LITKE 
AP Sports Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — Lance 
Armstrong is retiring again 
— this time for good. 

Almost a month after 
finishing 65th in his 
last competitive race in 
Australia, and nearly six 
years removed from the last 
of an unprecedented seven 
straight Tour de France titles, 
the 39-year-old cyclist made 
clear there is no reset button 
this time. “Never say never,” 
Armstrong laughed at the 
start of an exclusive interview 
Tuesday with The Associated 
Press, then quickly added, 
“Just kidding.” 

His retirement ends a 
comeback effort that 
failed to produce an eighth 
title or diminish talk that 
performance-enhancing drugs 
helped his career. The timing 
has as much to do with his 
growing responsibilities and 
family as it does with the 
physical limitations time has 
imposed. He’s tired, and tired 
of being hounded. Armstrong 
will miss competing — let 
alone dominating a sport like 
none before him — but not 
the 24/7/365 training regimen 
that made it possible. 


FARO, Portugal (AP) — 

Tour de France champion 
Alberto Contador was back 
on his bike at the Tour of the 
Algarve on Wednesday, a day 
after escaping a doping ban. 
“It’s a big relief not just for 
me but also for the team and 
the sponsors,” said Contador, 
who is competing in his first 
race with new team Saxo 
Banlc-Sunguard. “The truth is 
I am really happy to be here.” 
Contador, the two-time 
defending champion of 
the five-stage race through 
southern Portugal, wasted 
no time in getting back to 
competition after the Spanish 
cycling federation reversed 
a proposed one-year ban on 
Tuesday. Contador tested 
positive for banned substance 
clenbuterol at last year’s 
Tour. The Spanish cyclist 
was greeted with applause 


“I can’t say I have any 
regrets. It’s been an excellent 
ride. I really thought I was 
going to win another tour,” 
Armstrong said about his 
comeback attempt in 2009, 
four years after his first 
retirement. “Then I lined 
up like everybody else and 
wound up third. 

“I have no regrets about 
last year, either,” he added, 
despite finishing 23rd. 

“The crashes, the problems 
with the bike — those were 
things that were beyond my 
control.” 

Armstrong spoke to the AP in 
a telephone interview and in a 
videotaped interview from his 
office in Austin, Texas. 
Armstrong zoomed out of 
relative obscurity after a 
life-threatening bout with 
testicular cancer to win his 
first tour in 1999, then set 
about recalibrating both the 
popularity of his sport and 
how much influence athletes 
can wield as advocates for 
a cause — in his case, on 
behalf of cancer survivors 
and researchers worldwide. 
International Cycling Union 
President Pat McQuaid had 
high praise for Armstrong. 
“His contribution to cycling 


by spectators ahead of the 
157.5-kilometer (98-mile) 
first stage. 

Contador, who said he 
failed the doping test after 
unintentionally eating 
contaminated meat, has been 
cleared to race pending any 
appeal rulings from the Court 
of Arbitration for Sport. The 
International Cycling Union 
has 30 days from the date 
of the decision to appeal to 
CAS, while the World Anti- 
Doping Agency has an extra 
21 days after that. “I can’t 
say at the moment what we 
are going to do until we 
study what is there in the full 
dossier,” UCI president Pat 
McQuaid said from Oman. 
“What the reasoning was 
or what the motivation was 
for the decision was made. 
(If) we feel the decision is 
justified, we leave it (at) that. 


has been enormous, from 
both the sporting point of 
view and his personality. All 
sports need global icons and 
he has become a global icon 
for cycling,” said McQuaid, 
speaking to The Associated 
Press by telephone from the 
Tour of Oman. “The sport 
of cycling has a lot to be 
thankful for because of Lance 
Armstrong.” Along the way, 
Armstrong also became one 
of the most controversial 
figures in the evolving battle 



Alberto Contador, from Spain, 
is followed by cameramen as 
he warms up before starting 
the first stage of the cycling 
Tour of Algarve Wednesday, 
Feb. 16, 2011 outside Faro, 
southern Portugal. 

Associated Press 

If we feel it’s not justified 
then we appeal to CAS.” 

If Contador does get banned 
upon appeal, all results 
incurred over the time he 
competes would be wiped 
out. Contador said he 
planned to race for his second 
Giro d’ltalia title this year. □ 


against doping in sports. He 
claims to be the most-tested 
athlete on the planet during 
his career. Armstrong came 
back clean every time, and 
vehemently denies ever using 
performance-enhancing 
drugs. Even so, he remains 
shadowed by a federal 
investigation into the sport 
launched last year following 
accusations by former 
teammate and disgraced 2006 
Tour champion Floyd Landis 
that Armstrong used drugs 
and taught other riders how 
to beat testing. 

Though the probe is 
continuing, lawyers familiar 
with the case told the AP 
recently that any possible 
indictments are a long way 
off. “I can’t control what 
goes on in regards to the 
investigation. That’s why I 
hire people to help me with 
that. I try not to let it bother 
me and just keep rolling right 
along. I know what I know,” 
Armstrong said. “I know 
what I do and I know what 
I did. That’s not going to 
change.” What won’t change, 
either, is his tenacious 
campaigning to raise funds 
and awareness in the fight 
against a disease his doctors 
once believed would keep 
Armstrong from competing at 
anything more strenuous than 
gin rummy. That was 1996. 

A year later, he set up the 
Livestrong Foundation and 
raised $10,000. inaccurately 
portrayed, but it’s part and 
parcel of cycling. □ 



USA’s Diana Taurasi driving 
to the basket while guarded 
by Australia’s Laura 
Summerton, left, during the 
second half of an exhibition 
basketball game in Hartford, 
Conn. Associated Press. 

Turkey lifts 
provisional 
doping ban 
on Taurasi 

SELCAN HACAOGLU 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) 

— Turkey’s basketball 
federation lifted American 
star Diana Taurasi’s 
provisional doping 
suspension Wednesday after 
a lab retracted its finding 
that she tested positive. 

The Turkish Basketball 
Federation said the lab 
retracted its report after 
it “evaluated” Taurasi’s 
statements in her defense. 
The federation did not say 
outright if the lab had made 
a mistake. The federation 
said Taurasi was free to 
continue playing in the 
Turkish basketball league, 
a decision which is also 
likely to revive her chances 
of playing for the United 
States at the 2012 London 
Olympics. 

“The federation has decided 
to lift the precautionary ban 
imposed on player Diana 
Lorena Taurasi to prevent 
the club and the player from 
being aggrieved further,” 
the Turkish body said in a 
statement. Taurasi, who has 
insisted that she never used 
performance-enhancing 
drugs, had her contract 
terminated by Turkish club 
Fenerbahce last month 
after the lab said she tested 
positive for modafinil in 
December. □ 


Contador back on bike 
after escaping doping ban 
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Tsonga Chakvetadze collapses in match with Wozniacki 




''' ^ \',l 


Russia’s Anna Chakvetadze lies down after she collapsed in a match against Caroline Wozniacki 
from Denmark during the third day of Dubai WTA Tennis Championships in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, Wednesday Feb. 16, 2011. Chakvetadze had to retire from her match with top-seeded 
Caroline Wozniacki. Associated Press 


quarterfinals 
at Open 13 

MARSEILLE, France 
(AP) — Former champion 
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga of 
France rallied to beat Sergiy 
Stakhovsky of Ukraine 

5- 7, 6-4, 6-2 Wednesday 
in the second round of the 
Open 13. The sixth-seeded 
Tsonga, who won the indoor 
tournament in Marseille 
two years ago, dropped 

his serve once in the first 
set but didn’t face another 
breakpoint. 

“I didn’t really know how to 
play against him. I was a bit 
lost as to how to approach 
the whole thing,” Tsonga 
said. “I pulled myself 
together, which is the most 
important thing. The fans 
helped me.” Meanwhile, 
fourth-seeded Jurgen Melzer 
of Austria had an easier path 
into the last eight, beating 
Andreas Seppi of Italy 7-5, 

6- 3. He next plays either 
No. 5 Ivan Ljubicic of 
Croatia or Russia’s Dmitry 
Tursunov. Tsonga broke 
Stakhovsky’s serve three 
times over the last two sets, 
while both players finished 
with 11 aces. “When I got 
going things were better,” 
Tsonga added. “Players like 
that are able to hang in there 
over a whole game, except 
that when there’s the right 
type of player in front of 
them there comes a time 
when they crack.” 

In the quarterfinals, Tsonga 
will face either No. 3 
Mikhail Youzhny of Russia 
or Gilles Simon of France. 
Simon beat Russia’s 
Nikolay Davydenko 7-6 (6), 
6-4 in the first round. 

In other first-round matches, 
there were wins for 
Ljubicic, Germany’s Philipp 
Petzschner and Edouard 
Roger-Vasselin of France. 
Ljubicic beat Andrey 
Golubev of Kazakhstan 6-2, 

6- 4; Petzschner upset No. 

7 Ernests Gulbis of Latvia 

7- 6 (2), 6-1, and Roger- 
Vasselin won 6-3, 6-2 
against countryman Amaud 
Clement. □ 


MICHAEL CASEY 
AP Sports Writer 
DUBAI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — Anna 
Chakvetadze collapsed 
on court at the Dubai 
Championships Wednesday 
and had to retire from her 
match with top-seeded 
Caroline Wozniacki. 

The 23-year-old Russian was 
serving for the second set at 
5-3. After a long rally that 
Wozniacki won, Chakvetadze 
wobbled before fainting. She 
was given extensive medical 
treatment during a seven 
minute delay and returned 
for one more point before 
forfeiting the match and 
tearfully hugging Wozniacki. 
Organizers said Chakvetadze, 
who lost the first set 6-1, had 
a stomach illness. Wozniacki 
said it was a “shock” to see 
someone she considers a good 
friend collapse so suddenly. 
When she approached her, 
Chakvetadze said she had felt 
dizzy. “Suddenly, I just see 
her collapse on the court. I 
didn’t know what happened,” 
the 20-year-old Dane said. “It 
was a shock. It was scary. To 
see someone collapse on other 
side, it’s not a nice sight. I 
just want to make sure she 
was OK.” Wozniacki, who 
needs to reach the semifinals 
in Dubai to retake the No. 1 
spot she lost on Monday to 
Kim Clijsters, looked like 
she was coasting to an easy 
victory after winning the first 
set in 22 minutes. But then 
Chakvetadze woke up in the 


By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer 
INDIANAPOLIS - Even 
though the bracket has 
changed a bit, the way it 
is filled in by the NCAA 
tournament selection 

committee remains the 
same. Wins matter more 
than conference affiliations. 
Schedule strength and road 
wins get more credit than 
margin of victory, and 
finishing strong matters. 
Selection committee 

chairman Gene Smith 


second and seemed on the 
verge of leveling the match 
— which clearly rattled the 
normally calm Wozniacki. 

At one point, the 20-year-old 
Dane tossed her racket in 
frustration. “In the first set, I 
didn’t get into the game that 
much,” Wozniacki said. “She 
was making a lot of mistakes. 
Suddenly, she started to go 
for it. I just need some time. 

I started playing better at the 
end of the second set.” 

In the first big upset of the 
tournament so far, Australian 
Open finalist Li Na wasted 
four match points in a 6-7 (6), 
7-6 (6), 6-2 loss to Belgian 
Yanina Wickmayer. The 
fifth-seeded Li led 6-2 in 
the second set tiebreaker 
before Wickmayer reeled off 
the next six points to level 


believes the first 68-team 
bracket in NCAA history 
will be as competitive and 
upset-friendly as the 65- 
team brackets have been. 

“I think this year will be a 
lot more unpredictable,” the 
Ohio State athletic director 
told reporters during a 
conference call Wednesday. 
So, what’s new? Plenty. 

All games will be televised 
to all regions of the country, 
from start to finish, and 
the game times will be 
staggered. Instead of 


the match. The 25th-ranked 
Belgian broke for a 4-2 lead 
in the deciding set when Li 
double faulted. Li then hit a 
forehand long to make it 5-2 
on the way to the Belgian’s 
victory — her second in 
two meeting against the No. 
7-ranked Chinese player. 
Wickmayer now plays Israel’s 
Shahar Peer Thursday in the 
third round. “It’s always 
tough to start a set when you 
know you had four match 
points, so I knew I had to 
start really aggressive in the 
third set and try to put a lot of 
pressure on her,” Wickmayer 
said. “I know I been there 
before. Also had match point 
in the second set and didn’t 
make it. Every bad error that 
you make or every point 
that’s not going the way want 


choosing 34 at-large teams, 
the 10-member selection 
committee will select 37. 
Instead of pairing two teams 
against one another in the 
opening round, the last four 
automatic qualifiers and the 
last four at-large selections 
will all play one extra game. 
“Once we select and begin 
to bracket, I think (the last 
four at-large seeds) will fall 
into place,” Smith said. “It’s 
not anything different than 
what we’ve done before. 
It’s the four automatic 


to it to, you keep thinking 
back on those four match 
points.” Li’s loss is her latest 
disappointment in Dubai, 
where she has failed to go 
beyond the quarterfinals in 
six appearances. She refused 
to talk to reporters after 
her match. In the afternoon 
matches, Grand Slam winners 
Francesca Schiavone and 
Svetlana Kuznetsova both 
won to set up their first clash 
since their nearly five-hour- 
long epic at the Australian 
Open. Schiavone accounted 
for Chinese qualifier 
Zhang Shuai 6-3, 6-1 while 
Kuznetsova, a two-time 
mnner-up in Dubai, took the 
long road to beat Tsevetana 
Pironkova of Bulgaria 5-7, 
6-2, 6-4 for a third straight 
time. □ 


qualifiers and the four at- 
larges, so it won’t be that 
much of a difference.” 
Inside NCAA headquarters, 
where the committee is 
meeting this week, Smith 
insists little has changed. 

He brushed off the annual 
questions about how many 
teams could make it from 
one conference, how 
schools can overcome weak 
nonconference schedules 
and whether teams 
from the West might get 
“overlooked.’^ 


NCAA committee has tough calls in 68-team field 
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Slocks rise after 
Dell, deal news 



NEW YORK-Stocks 
rose to fresh 32-month 
highs on Wednesday, with 
the S&P 500 double the 
level it was two years ago 
as Dell earnings and deal 
announcements appealed to 
investors. 

Concern about tensions 
between Israel and Iran 
weighed on the market in 
late morning trading, but 
indexes slowly climbed 
back near the session’s 
highs. 

Still, volume was only 
slightly better than earlier 
in the week and could 
struggle to match the year’s 
average of near 8 billion 
shares traded per day on the 
New York Stock Exchange, 
NYSE Amex and Nasdaq. 
Dell Inc (DELL.O), the 
world’s No. 2 personal 
computer maker after 
Hewlett-Packard, flew past 
Wall Street’s profit and 
margins estimates late on 
Tuesday, and its shares 
jumped 13.4 percent to 
$15.78. 

“It seems that there’s just a 
lot of pent-up demand, and 
the market is very quick to 
shrug off news that could 
appear negative,” said 
Angel Mata, managing 
director of listed equity 
trading at Stifel Nicolaus in 
Baltimore. 

Two Iranian warships 
planned to sail through 
the Suez canal en route to 
Syria on Wednesday, an 
Israeli official said, calling 


it a “provocation” by the 
Islamic Republic. 

The pullback following 
the comments was another 
opportunity for money on 
the sidelines to get back 
into stocks, Mata said. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average (.DJI) added 63.95 
points, or 0.52 percent, to 
12,290.59. The Standard & 
Poor’s 500 Index (.SPX) 
gained 7.97 points, or 
0.60 percent, to 1,335.98. 
The Nasdaq Composite 
Index (.IXIC) rose 22.10 
points, or 0.79 percent, to 
2,826.45. 

The benchmark S&P 
500 earlier broke above 
1,333.58, double the 
intraday low hit in early 
March 2009, and was 
trading just below that level 
after midday. 

French drugmaker Sanofi- 
Aventis SA (SASY.PA) 
agreed to buy Genzyme 
Corp (GENZ.O) for $20.1 
billion in cash. Genzyme 
shares rose 1.4 percent to 
$75.32. 

In another proposed deal, 
activist investor Nelson 
Peltz’s Trian Group offered 
to acquire Family Dollar 
Stores Inc (FDO.N) for 
$55 to $60 per share in 
cash, giving the company 
an implied value of $7.6 
billion. Family Dollar 
soared 21.7 percent to 
$53.50. 

Trian’s bid for Family 
Dollar helped shares of 
other discount retailers.Q 



Euro trouble brewing in Portugal, Ireland 


FISBON, Portugal - Political 
and economic danger signs 
flashing in Portugal and 
Ireland threaten to punch a 
hole in the European Union’s 
attempts to contain a financial 
crisis that has gripped the 


Producer prices up, Inflation still seen muted 


WASHINGTON-Core 
wholesale prices rose in 
January at their fastest rate 
in more than two years, 
raising some concerns about 
inflation, but economists said 
the recovery was too weak 
for a big spike in consumer 
prices. 

The core producer price 
index, which excludes food 
and energy costs, increased 
0.5 percent, the biggest 
advance since October 2008, 
the Fabor Department said on 
Wednesday. 

Economists had expected a 
0.2 percent gain. 

Investors viewed the figures 
somewhat warily and bond 
prices slipped. Economists, 
however, said it was too 
soon to panic about inflation 
with stubbornly high 
unemployment keeping labor 
costs subdued. 

“The question is whether we 
are seeing a limited pass¬ 
through of commodity price 
hikes or the beginnings of 
an inflationary spiral,” said 
Nigel Gault, chief U.S. 
economist at IHS Global 
Insight in Fexington, 
Massachusetts. 

“Wages will be the thing to 
watch — there won’t be an 
inflationary spiral unless 
wage inflation picks up.” 

The rise in core PPI reflected 
a jump in drug prices, which 
accounted for 40 percent of 
the increase. 

Other reports on Wednesday 
indicated that while growth 
may be quickening, the 
recovery remains uneven. 
Industrial production edged 
down in January and housing 
construction continued to 
bounce along the bottom. 

But bad weather might have 
distorted the industrial output 
data. 

Stocks gained on strong 
earnings from technology 
bellwether Dell and a deal 
for Sanofi-Aventis SA to buy 


Genzyme Corp for $20.1 
billion in cash. 

The rise in core PPI comes 
at a time when a surge in 
commodity prices has caused 
many economies to raise red 
flags on inflation. 

The U.S. Federal Reserve has 
so far shown little concern 
about price pressures and 
officials have repeatedly 
said core consumer inflation 
remains too low. The central 
bank is widely expected 
to complete its planned 
purchases of $600 billion in 
government bonds to assist 
the recovery. □ 
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To close 200 stores 

Borders files for bankruptcy 


Ilf 


essential for Borders to restructure its debt 
and still operate. 

Borders, which was founded in 1971 and 
bought by Kmart in 1992, had liabilities of 
$1.29 billion and assets of $1.28 billion as of 
December 25, according to documents filed 
on Wednesday with the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court in Manhattan. Borders has had net 
losses totaling $680.6 million since the 
beginning of its 2007 fiscal year. 

The pioneer of book superstores plans to 
abandon some of its highest profile locations, 
closing a store in its hometown of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, as well as one on Manhattan’s 
Park Avenue. All 200 closings will be 
superstores, and about 6,000 jobs will be 
affected, the company said. It has the option 
of closing up to 275 in all, according to court 
documents. It said the stores it wants to close 
lose a combined $2 million a week. The 
closings will start by Saturday. The company 
said it will honor gift cards. 

Borders operates 642 stores, including about 
500 superstores as well as more than 100 
smaller Waldenbooks locations. Almost all 
of the stores closed by the company in recent 
years were Waldenbooks locations. 
“Waldenbooks really is a specialty retailer,” 
said Mark Freiman, a retail consultant with 
Focus Management Group. “Borders is 
category killer and essentially a category 
killer in book is going to go away. There is no 
question about it.”Q 


NEW YORK/WIFMINGTON, Delaware - 
Borders Group Inc filed for bankruptcy protection 
and said it would close about one-third of its 
bookstores, after years of shriveling sales that 
made it impossible to manage its crushing debt 
load. 

The long-expected Chapter 11 filing will give the 
second-largest U.S. bookstore chain a chance to 
try to fix its finances and overhaul its business in 
an attempt to survive the growing popularity of 
online book buying and digital formats. 

But the chain still faces questions about its longer- 
term survival in the face of competition from 
larger rival Barnes & Noble Inc and discounters 
such as Wal-Mart Stores Inc and Costco Wholesale 
Corp, as well as from Web retailerAmazon.com 
Inc and from Apple Inc in electronic books. 
Borders President Mike Edward said his chain 
“does not have the capital resources it needs to be 
a viable competitor.” He said the bankruptcy was 


Corporate tax cuts could 
lead to Canadian election 



TORONTO - Canadian 
politics are heating up in 
language familiar to the 
neighbors down south: 
tax cuts, jobs, the deficit, 
corporate enrichment and 
struggling families. 

The opposition is 
threatening to vote Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper 
out of office next month 
over his latest planned cut 
in corporate taxes. That 
would force a general 
election which Harper is 
widely expected to win, 
while once again falling 
short of a majority in 
Parliament and unable 
to pass major legislation 
without opposition support. 
Harper is adamant he 
won’t repeal the cut in 
the federal corporate rate 
from 16.5 percent to 15 
percent and complete the 
phased reduction he began 
in 2007 when the rate was 
19%. But he must tread 
carefully. To soften the 
image of rewarding big 
business, his Conservative 
Party is calling it a “job- 
creating low tax plan,” 
minus the word “corporate.” 
The opposition Fiberals 
also have to overcome a 
problem. They allowed 
Harper’s tax plan to take 
effect by simply not 
attending the vote on it 


2007. Now they are saying 
things have changed, the 
world has experienced a 
financial crisis, and a tax 
cut that seemed acceptable 
three years ago doesn’t fit 
with today’s $56 billion 
dollar deficit. 

Harper might still get his 
budget passed without 
Fiberal support if he secures 
the votes of one or another 
smaller party, in which 
case no election will be 
needed. But that is looking 
even less likely following 
a non-binding vote in 
Parliament Wednesday 
calling on the government 
to roll back the corporate 
tax rate to 18 percent. 
Meanwhile, political ads 
have begun blitzing TV 
viewers and legislators 
are hitting the road to talk 
up their parties, Harper 
is counting on Canadians 
to reward him for getting 
them through the financial 
crisis in surprisingly good 
shape, with banks intact, 
unemployment held at 7.8 
percent and 2010 growth 
projected at about 3 percent. 
The Fiberals are hammering 
him over the deficit, and for 
planning to spend $9 billion 
on 65 American-made 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighters 
one of the biggest military 
purchases in Canadian 
history plus at least $5 
billion more in maintenance 
costs.□ 


continent for 
more than a year. 

Europe has 
already provided 
billions in 
bailouts to 
keep the Irish 
and Greek 
governments 

from going bankrupt. With 
Portugal now teetering 
on the edge of financial 
catastrophe, and Ireland’s 
upcoming election unsettling 
financial markets, an ominous 
new phase in the biggest 
emergency in the 17-nation 
euro’s history could be 
opening up, menacing the 
livelihoods of millions of 
Europeans. 

With Portugal apparently 
unable to rid itself of 
punishingly high borrowing 
costs demanded by spooked 
investors, chances are 
growing that the debt-laden 
country will become the 
next to need a bailout from 
the eurozone’s rescue fund. 



On top of that, a top official 
says the country could face 
a double-dip recession, with 
unemployment already at 
record levels. 

In Dublin, the election later 
this month raises the prospect 
of opposition parties shifting 
the burden of paying bad 
bank debts from taxpayers 
that is, voters onto investors, 
many of them foreign, who 
hold the banks’ bonds. 

Such a move could not only 
unravel last year’s Irish 
bailout deal but, perhaps 
more dangerously, undermine 
banks in the UK, France and 
Germany which lent heavily 
in Ireland and constrict bank 
lending in general.□ 


Gas pump prices hit 28 -month high 


Gasoline pump prices 
reached a 2 8-month high 
Wednesday even though oil 
and gas supplies in the U.S. 
continue to grow and demand 
for gas is weak. 

The national average for 
regular gasoline rose to 
$3,133 a gallon. That’s about 
$1.20 more than the price 
at the pump two years ago, 
according to AAA, Wright 
Express and the Oil Price 
Information Service. 

Just eight states have average 
prices less than $3 a gallon. 
The cheapest is $2.94 a 
gallon is in Missouri. Hawaii 
has the highest average of 
$3,746 a gallon. 

Tom Kloza, OPIS chief oil 
analyst, predicted gas prices 
will range from $3.50 to 
$3.75 a gallon this spring and 
then drift lower, to between 
$3 and $3.40 a gallon. 

“I do believe that this year 
is front-end loaded,” Kloza 
said. “I think that perhaps 
the first third of the year 
sees higher retail prices for 
gasoline and diesel. than the 
middle or final thirds.” 
Average gas prices have 
climbed steadily from 



about $2.80 a gallon in 
November even though 
consumer demand has 
been weak and inventory 
levels remain high. The 
Energy Department said 
Wednesday that supplies 
of crude and gasoline both 
rose again last week while 
distillates, which include 
heating oil and diesel, 
declined. All three products 
are at or above the average 
range for the past five 
years. 

Demand for gasoline 
remains weak and may 
be getting weaker. In its 
weekly survey Mastercard 
SpendingPulse said 
gasoline consumption 
across the country fell 3 
percent last week compared 
to the week before and 
suggested that higher 
prices may be discouraging 
driving and trips to the gas 
station. □ 
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Cable companies 
strike back at 
cord-cutting idea 

(Comcast 

LOS ANGELES - Cable 
TV and other companies 
that provide subscription 
services are striking back 
at the notion that people 
are dropping their TV 
packages en masse to watch 
video over the Internet. 
Industry gains in the 
fourth quarter returned to 
normal following a spate of 
cancellations spurred by the 
end of discounted pricing. 
Subscriber losses from top- 
ranked Comcast Corp. and 
No. 8 Cablevision Systems 
Corp. reflected one-time 
items, such as the defection 
of customers angry over a 
two-week blackout of Fox 
programs on Cablevision in 
October. 

Comcast’s loss of 135,000 
video subscribers was about 
a third less than expected as 
it held onto more customers 
with better programming, 
and fewer people dropped 
service with the expiration 
of promotional prices 
offered during the 2009 
transition to digital over- 
the-air broadcasts. 

Comcast ended with 22.8 
million video customers, 
and Cablevision had 3.3 
million. 

Those losses were more 
than erased by gains at such 
rivals as AT&T Inc. and 
Verizon Communications 
Inc., which offer video 
services over phone lines. 
The phone companies 
reported fourth-quarter 
results last month, while 
Comcast and Cablevision 
announced them 
Wednesday. 

Along with an expected 
gain of about 100,000 video 
subscribers combined at 
satellite operators DirecTV 
and Dish Network Corp., 
which report next week, the 
established pay TV industry 
is on track to add 200,000 
to 250,000 TV subscribers 
in the final three months of 
2010, according to Nomura 
Securities.□ 


Russia’s Putin criticizes YouTube video 



MOSCOW - Russian 
Prime Minister Vladimir 
Putin Wednesday criticized 
a group of customs officers 
for a video clip they posted 
on YouTube celebrating 
the lavish lifestyle they say 
comes with their government 
jobs. The mock rap video 
http ://link.reuters .com/ 
dyt97r made in the Pacific 
port city of Vladivostok 
shows customs officials 
in sunglasses driving a 
Rolls Royce and drinking 
champagne surrounded by 
scantily clad women. 

“You can’t even imagine how 
the customs officials have 
fun,” officers sing in chorus 
as a topless woman clutches 
customs forms to her breasts. 
No disciplinary action has 
been taken to date against the 
officers who posted the video, 
but Putin, Russia’s paramount 
leader, condemned the bling- 
filled video’s tongue-in-cheek 
look at corruption. 


“Discipline is needed in 
several of the divisions, we 
have to raise it a little,” Putin 
said at a meeting with the 
head of the Federal Customs 
Service. “I like to joke and 
laugh a little myself, but this 
kind of creativity should be 
saved for a talent show,” said 
Putin, who has hinted he may 
run for president in 2012. 

The average monthly salary 
for customs officials — 

$1,000 — is also the size of 
the average bribe in Russia, 
according to a recent report in 


financial daily Vedomosti. 
Russians lament corruption 
and bribe-taking by 
government officials to carry 
out standard procedures 
and the customs service is 
perceived as a major offender. 
From cars to wine, imports 
are sought after in Russia 
and often cost at least twice 
as much as in the country 
of origin. Corruption is 
also considered the biggest 
obstacle to doing business in 
Russia, and investors have 
demanded more measures to 


fight the growing problem. 
Berlin-based graft watchdog 
Transparency International 
ranks Russia 154th out of 
178 countries in a corruption 
perception index, putting it on 
par with Laos and Cambodia. 
Government jobs are among 
the most sought-after and 
are often sold for thousands 
of dollars in Russia, where 
bureaucrats often supplement 
modest incomes with 
sometimes huge bribes. 

Some visitors to the YouTube 
site praised the video, 
including a suggestion that 
they should go on tour. Others 
scathingly mocked the idea 
and criticized the clip. 

“What tour? They make 
more on bribes than any 
star. There is a stream of 
goods flowing in from China 
through Vladivostok, They 
are literally raking in the 
money,” said one person 
who identified themselves as 
Gius AppuleiusDiocles. □ 


Google’s travel deal 
faces turbulence 


SAN FRANCISCO - Google 
wants to become the hub 
of online travel, promising 
better bargains and more 
convenience by melding 
the Internet search leader’s 
wizardry with the Web’s 
top airline-fare tracker, ITA 
Software. 

That has existing online travel 
sites such as Kayak, Expedia 
and Travelocity worried that 
they won’t stand a chance of 
competing, a scenario that 
could lead to higher fares. 

The U.S. Justice Department 
is expected to decide soon 
on whether to let Google Inc. 
buy ITA for $700 million. 

The deal would give Google 
control over software that has 
helped power the reservation 
systems of most major U.S. 
airlines and a fleet of online 
fare-comparison services for 
the past decade. 

The government review 
could serve as a test of how 
aggressively U.S. antitrust 
regulators intend to police 
Google as the company uses 
the wealth and influence 


gained from its dominance in 
Internet search to expand into 
other lucrative markets. The 
U.S. market for online travel 
bookings totals about $80 
billion annually, according to 
Forrester Research. 

Google says owning ITA, 
the brainchild of computer 
scientists specializing in 
artificial intelligence at the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, would lead 
to lower prices and more 
convenient ways to shop for 
tickets on the Internet. For 
instance, travelers might tell 
Google how much they could 
afford to spend to visit a 
warm place on certain dates, 
and the search engine would 
turn into a travel guide. 

But critics contend that 
Google would be able to 
hobble other travel services 
by burying them in its search 
results or denying them ITA’s 
latest technical innovations. 
Google so far has only 
promised to honor all of 
ITA’s current contracts, 
which expire over the next 



few years. “Google will have 
leverage over the entire online 
flight industry,” said Thomas 


Barnett, a former leader of the 
Justice Department’s antitrust 
division. □ 


‘Lazy whiners’blog 

Pa. teacher strikes nerve 


FEASTERVILLE, Pa. - A 
high school English teacher 
in suburban Philadelphia 
who was suspended for a 
profanity-laced blog in which 
she called her young charges 
“disengaged, lazy whiners” is 
driving a debate by daring to 
ask: Why are today’s students 
unmotivated and what’s 
wrong with calling them out? 
As she fights to keep her job 
at Central Bucks East High 
School, 30-year-old Natalie 
Munroe says she had no 
interest in becoming any sort 
of educational icon. The blog 
has been taken down, but its 



contents can still be found 
easily online. 

Her comments and her 
suspension by the middle- 
class school district have 
clearly touched a nerve, with 
scores of online commenters 
applauding her for taking 
a tough love approach or 
excoriating her for verbal 
abuse.□ 
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Charlie Sheen 
says he’s a 
stand-up guy 



NEW YORK-Charlie 
Sheen says he’s never been 
drunk or high on the set of 
his hit sitcom, and that he 
knows how to deal with a 
lack of sleep. 

In an interview aired 
Wednesday, the star of CBS’ 
“Two and a Half Men” said 
he had sometimes shown up 
for work after long nights 
carousing. 

Sheen explained that he 
would ask the director to 
let him stand beside a piece 
of furniture during run- 
throughs so he wouldn’t fall 
over. He joked that his tactic 
was the sign of “a seasoned 
professional.” 

Production of “Two and 
a Half Men” has been 
halted while Sheen is in 
rehab. He said production 
would resume at the end of 
February. 

Sheen had phoned into “The 
Dan Patrick Show,” which 
airs in syndication on radio 
and on satellite TV provider 
DirecTV. 


Dove Awards 


Chris Tomlin, TobyMac lead nominations 


ATLANTA - Chris Tomlin 
and TobyMac each got six 
nominations for the Dove 
Awards, the gospel and 
Christian music show that 
will be held in Atlanta for the 
first time. 

Jason Crabb drew the 
second-most with five 
nominations and Francesca 
Battistelli received four for 
the 42nd annual show, which 
was traditionally held in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

It will air on April 24, which 
is Easter Sunday, on the 
Gospel Music Channel. The 
awards show will be hosted 
by The View’ co-host Sherri 
Shepherd from the Fox 
Theatre in midtown Atlanta. 
Battistelli, who welcomed 
her first child last year, 
is looking for her second 
straight award for best female 
vocalist. She’ll also compete 
for artist of the year against 
Tomlin, TobyMac, Tomlin, 
Crabb, Marvin Sapp, Ernie 
Haase & Signature Sound 
and Natalie Grant. “This has 
definitely been a whirlwind 
the last couple of years,” said 
Battistelli after the nominee 
announcement. “With me 
being a mom and a wife, 
this just adds to the mix. It’s 
very exciting and adds to the 
mix of my juggling life. I’m 
blessed.” Tomlin, who led 
all nominees and collected 
two awards in 2009, is up for 
best male vocalist and song 
of the year with “Our God.” 
He’ll seek his second career 
song of the year award. Other 


About Logan assault 

Journalist quits after tweets 


NEW YORK - A journalist 
resigned from his New 
York University fellowship 
Wednesday, one day after he 
posted derogatory comments 
on Twitter about CBS 
reporter Lara Logan as the 
news of her assault in Egypt 
was breaking. 

“Jesus Christ, at a moment 
when she is going to become 
a martyr and glorified we 
should at least remember her 
role as a major war monger,” 
Nir Rosen wrote on Twitter. 
He later added, “Look, she 



was probably groped like 
thousands of other women.” 
CBS has said the reporter 
was in Cairo on Friday 
when she, her team and their 
security “were surrounded by 
a dangerous element amidst 
the celebration.” 

Logan suffered “a brutal 
and sustained sexual assault 
and beating,” CBS said. □ 



nominees are TobyMac, 
MercyMe, Sanctus Real, 
Triumphant Quartet, Crabb, 


Chris August and Battistelli. 
TobyMac looks to claim 
the pop/contemporary song 


category for the second year 
in a row with “Get Back Up.” 
Gospel rapper Lecrae said 
he is focused on broadening 
the culture of hip-hop more 
within the gospel genre after 
being nominated for rap/hip- 
hop recorded song of the year 
and rap/hip-hop album of the 
year. 

“I represent a demographic, a 
culture of young people who 
are passionate about their 
faith,” Lecrae said. “I want 
to show that God isn’t just 
loving on one kind of sound. 

I just want to show how 
incredible he is.” 


Oscar’s winners’ envelope has new look 


LOS ANGELES - Like 
many a star attending the 
Academy Awards, Oscar’s 
winners’ envelope is getting 
a makeover. 

For 70 years, the envelope as 
in “the envelope, please” was 
nothing more than a plain, 
white paper envelope, the 
kind available at any office 
supply store. 

This year, the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences is glamming up the 
way it unveils the names of 
those winning the industry’s 
highest honor: It’s replacing 
the plain white envelope 
with a custom-designed 
keepsake envelope and 
announcement card that 
looks great on TV. 

“The idea of the envelope 
was created by the Oscars, 
so this really is THE 



envelope,” says Steve Bass, 
the production designer for 
this year’s show who helped 
usher in a new envelope era. 
“It made so much sense to 
heighten the visual experience 
of what the envelope is.” 

The new envelope, designed 
by Marc Friedland, is 
made of iridescent gold 
paper watermarked with 
little images of Oscar. It’s 
lined with shiny red paper 
embossed with gold Oscars. 
The winner’s name appears 
on a heavy piece of lacquered 
red paper inside, with the 


category listed on the back. 
The envelope will be sealed 
with a shiny red sticker 
adorned with two strips of 
red ribbon. 

It was also designed for ease 
of use: It opens quickly and 
the card inside slides out 
smoothly, so no precious 
papers will be torn or 
mangled during the award 
announcement. 

“There’s no more significant 
moment than the anticipation 
that comes with opening 
the envelope. It’s the most 
iconic, symbolic envelope in 
the world,” says Friedland, 
whose company produces 
invitations for celebrities and 
corporate events. “Using a 
store-bought envelope is like 
showing up to the Academy 
Awards in shorts and flip- 
flops. □ 


Bruno Mars gets probation in Vegas 


cocaine case 


LAS VEGAS - Bruno Mars 
plead guilty to cocaine 
possession Wednesday, three 
days after winning his first 
Grammy award, in a deal that 
avoids prison and could erase 
his felony conviction next 
year. 

“Guilty, your honor,” the 
25-year-old singer-songwriter 
said softly, standing in court 
in a dark suit with his hands 
at his sides. 

Clark County District Judge 


Jessie Walsh sentenced 
Mars, whose real name is 
Peter Gene Hernandez, to 
probation, a $2,000 fine, 200 
hours of community service 
at a nonprofit organization 
and eight hours with a drug 
counselor in Los Angeles. 
Mars, who performed Sunday 
at the Grammys and took 
home the award for best male 
pop vocal performance for 
his hit, “Just the Way You 
Are,” declined to comment in 


the court hallway. 

He and his lawyers were 
flanked by Las Vegas police 
and court marshals as they 
exited the Clark County 
Regional Justice Center. 
Under terms of the plea 
agreement, 

Mars’ conviction can be 
erased if he meets the terms 
of the deal and stays out of 
trouble for a year. The judge 
set a Jan. 18 date for him to 
return to court. 





























Cell-based flu shot beats current vaccine 


Doctors order tests out of 
fear of patient lawsuits 



SAN DIEGO - CT scans, 
MRIs and other pricey 
imaging tests are often more 
for the doctor’s benefit than 
the patient’s, new research 
confirms. 

Roughly one-fifth of tests 
that bone and joint specialists 
order are because a doctor 
fears being sued, not because 
the patient needs them, a 
first-of-its-kind study in 
Pennsylvania suggests. 

The study comes a day after 
the Obama administration 
began a push to overhaul 
state medical malpractice 
laws as a way to reduce 
unnecessary tests that drive 
up health care costs. 

“This study is a glimpse 
behind the curtain of what’s 
happening in a doctor’s 
mind,” said its leader, Dr. 
John Flynn of Children’s 


Hospital of Philadelphia. 

If doctors sense you might 
second-guess them or 
cause trouble, “you could 
potentially be risking more 
tests being done.” 

Results were reported 
Wednesday at an American 
Academy of Orthopedic 
Surgeons conference in 
California. 

Patients expect the highest 
level of care and think this 
means the most advanced 
technology, Flynn said. Many 
patients feel better when a 
doctor orders lots of tests 
until they get the bill. 

Besides hurting your wallet 
and adding to health care 
costs, unnecessary tests can 
expose people to radiation 
that accumulates over a 
lifetime and can raise the risk 
of cancer. Ordinary X-rays 
are rarely a concern, but an 
MRI, or magnetic resonance 
imaging scan, can cost 
$1,000 or more. □ 


PARIS - Flu vaccines made 
from lab-grown cells work at 
least as well as those derived 
from viruses cultivated in 
chicken eggs, the preferred 
method for 50 years, 
according to a study released 
Wednesday. 

The findings, reported in 
The Fancet, could help 
speed approval for the new 
technique in the United 
States, which has recently 
said healthy adults should 
also be inoculated against 
seasonal influenza. 
Cell-based flu vaccines have 
major advantages over the 
traditional manufacturing 
process, including unlimited 
supply, a shorter production 
time, and an alternative for 
persons allergic to eggs. 

They may also be better 
suited for developing a 
shield against the potential 
pandemic threat of a deadly 
H5N1 bird flu mutation. 

But their effectiveness had 
yet to be fully tested in a 
large-scale clinical trial, 
according to the authors. 
Noel Barrett, a researcher 
at the Biomedical Research 
Centre in Austria, and 
colleagues divided more 


at Eagle Beach Aruba 
Privately Owned 

One Bedroom Suites 
Full kitchen, Dining and 
Living Room Area and 
Sleeps 4 

Rental $800 or Lifetime 
Purchase $3,500 per 
week -Winter Season 
Rental $650 or Lifetime 
Purchase $2,000 per 
week - All others. 
We have our 
representatives ready 
to visit you. Give us a 
call!!! 

Owen 748-9909 
David 592-8401 
E-mail: 

josflak@hotmail.com 


Beautiful Ocean View 

Home For Sale 



Beautiful new home never lived in. 
Large Ocean view deck. 
Outside metal shutters. 

Right by Marriot. 

Live in or rent out. 

Call Marilyn at 744-3957 



than 7,000 volunteers in the 
United States, 18 to 49 years 
old, into two groups. 
Participants in the first group 
were injected with a flu 
vaccine derived from lab- 
grown cells during the 2008- 
2009 influenza season, while 
the second group was given 
a placebo shot with no active 
ingredients. 

The vaccine was nearly 80 
percent effective in protecting 
against that year’s flu strains, 
comparing favourably to 
a 73 percent rate for egg- 
based vaccines, as reported 
elsewhere. 

There were no serious 


secondary effects, with only 
a few “mild and transient” 
problems registered.“This 
study is the first published 
report of the clinical efficacy 
of an influenza vaccine 
derived from a Vero-cell- 
culture,” the authors said, 
using the term for animal or 
human cell lines grown in the 
laboratory. 

Cell-based flu vaccines have 
been approved for use in 
Europe, and were made in 
limited quantities before and 
during the 14-month World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
H1N1 “swine flu” pandemic 
alert in 2009/2010.Q 


Elephants blamed tor TB 
outbreak at Tenn. Refuge 


ATLANTA - A tuberculosis 
outbreak at a Tennessee 
elephant sanctuary in 2009 
is being blamed on the 
pachyderms, even though 
some of the workers infected 
didn’t have close contact with 
the animals. 

Elephants can carry TB, and 
there have been reports of 
them spreading it to people 
who touch them. But three of 
the eight employees who got 
TB didn’t work directly with 
the elephants, according to a 
report released Wednesday 
by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

The three worked in an 
administrative building 
next to an elephant barn at 
the refuge in Hohenwald, 


about 85 miles southwest of 
Nashville. The 2,700-acre 
Elephant Sanctuary was 
founded in 1995 as a place 
for old, sick and rescued 
elephants. 

Investigators believe the 
TB bacteria spread through 
the air when the elephants 
sneezed, or through pressure 
washing or dust from 
sweeping the barn. 

The report from officials 
at the CDC, the Tennessee 
Department of Health and 
Vanderbilt University is in 
the CDC journal, Emerging 
Infectious Diseases. The 
authors call for better 
methods for diagnosing TB in 
elephants and more measures 
to protect employees from 
infection. □ 
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Bon Dia Aruba Weststraat 22 - Tel:5827800 - Fax:5827044 


FOR RENT 

PIVI GOLF LINKS 9 
Rental 2012 | 

Starting sat Feb 4th thru" 
Feb 25th (weeks 6,7 +8) 
weekly rentals for studio, 
Ibdrm and 2+3 
bdrm-lockffs 
Starting at $1300 
per week 

Email: emacl6@aol.com 
or call: 732-580-5928 


FOR SALE 

OCCIDENTAL GRAND 

2 bedroom 3 bath S 

Ocean front / Supreme § 

Platinum weeks 2-17 
Non Mandatory Al 
$32,000 

call Mary 565-8713 - in Aruba 
til 3/5 

610-724-6323- USA 
macalh@aol.com 
Also available, one bedroom Royal 
Club & Jr. Suite both non mandatory 
Al 

Rentals too! 


FOR SALE 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

wk 6 Rm 202 2 bd, 2 bath 
$11995 Call 587-4000 
Rm 102 1/29 -2/4 
Rm 202 2/4 - 2/12 


Usa 1-508-883-9170 


190019A 


FOR SALE OR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas ? 

1 Brwks5,6,7,8&9 I 
(Pool Side) 

Call Rm 103 till march 5th 
stateside 516-628-8020 
$10,000 p/wk negotiable 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance 190106 
Ocean Suites 

wk6 -23 P/o 10.500 
U.S. 352-697-3133 
E-mail: wshnfl@aol.com 


FOR RENT 

BY OWNER 
MARRIOTT 2012 | 

Ocean Club 
Wk 6 $2950 1 bdrm 
wk 7 $3500 1 bdrm 
wk7 $4575 2bdrm 
Surf Club 

wk 7 $4575 2 bdrm 
call Alan Porit in Aruba until 
Feb 15,11 586-9000 
Rm 5273 

skifarm@gmail.com 


FOR SALE 

Tropicana renovated 

1 br, condo unit 
wk 6 unit 3546 $12,000 
E-mail: kinxman@juno.com 
USA 845-297-4103 

190502 


FOR RENT OR SALE 

MARRIOTT SURF CLUB 

Presidents wk 2010 - 3 bedr 
sleeps 8 will give major discount 
of Marriott quoted price 
e-mail: joecov1@aol.com 



Major Price reduction for quick sale! 
FOR SALE: great deals & fabulous prices! 



Luxurious Fixer Upper WALK 
to Beaches & Golf course. 
Large pool, stone patio + bar, 2 
apartments, 4 bdr, D.R, Huge 
L/R, huge master suite w/ 
Jacuzzi & balcony with 
amazing view. Drastically 
reduced to $495!*! 

2 Prime Palma Real 
Condos near Hotels & 
beaches! Lovely gated 
community with 24/7 security, 
pools, clubhouse, etc. 2 bdr/ 2 
bath units. 

REDUCED for quick sale! 

Condo $2igk / Villa $23gk! 

ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

Everything from simple guestrooms to luxurious Villas! 

By the week, month or year. 

Phone: 586-8800 or 586-4290. 
www.ArubaVillaRentals.com - www.absolutearuba.com 

Ask about our other properties for sale, all our listings are carefully selected 


FOR SALE 

Marriott Surf Club 

3 Bedroom 3 bath 
platinum floating 
wks 51-17 
$36,000 

Call Mary in Aruba 
565-8713 till 3/5 
610-724-6323-USA 
macalh@aol.com 


FOR RENT 

TROPICANA , 
BEACH RESORT I 

Grand floor poolside 
1 bedroom. 

Week 8 and 9 
sun to sun $500 p.w. 

745-5246 

iceprincess3754@yahoo.com 


ARUBA VACATION PARK 

WATERPARK 

RESTAURANT 
NOW OPEN 

Low LOCAL Prices 

ENJOY YOURSELF 

RENTA 

WEEKEND 

Apartment OR VILLAS 

INCLUDED DINER AND LUNCH AND 
ENTRANCE WATERPARK 

NEW ENTRANCE 

follow the SIGNS WATERPARK on 
the Caya Betico Croes NEXT to 
the HOOIBERG STAIRS 

tel. 585 0550, 593 5281 
www.arubavacationpark.com 


FOR RENT 


by owner 
Marriott Surf Club 2011 
Ocean side gold season 
2 bdrm $2800 wk 
Contact: Richard 
jcred@comcast.net 


190142 


FOR SALE 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

wk 5 Rm 215 
Town House $14,500 
Call 587-4000 § 

Rm 215 1/29-2/6 | 

Usa 1-928-830-2854 


Time Share Resales 

dliAJctys your best option. 

Marriott Ocean Club 


1 br Platinum Ocean View 

$12500 

1 Br Platinum Ocean Front 

$17500 

2Br Platinum Ocean View 

$20000 

2Br Platinum Ocean Front 

$32000 

Marriott Surf Club 


2Br Platinum Garden View 

$17500 

2Br Platinum Ocean view 

$22000 

2x 2Br Platinum Ocean side 

$40000 Both 

2x2Br Platinum Ocean Front 

$70000 both 

3Br Platinum Ocean View 

$36000 

2Br WK 7 Platinum Plus Ocean Front 

$55000 

3Br WK7 Platinum Plus Ocean view 

$70000 

La Cabana Beach and Roquet Club 

2Br wk 2,3,4,5,6 room 346E Ocean Front 

$28000 each 

1 Br wk 7 Room 407A Ocean View 

$9000 

1 Br wk 7 Room 21 8C Pool/ocean view 

$10000 

1 Br Deluxe wk 9 room 401 D Ocean Front 

$13000 

2Br wk 9 room 202E Ocean Front 

$20000 

Divi Phoenix 


2Br wk 9/1 0 room 211 Pool/Ocean 

$32000 Both 

1 Br wk 1 0 room 1 206 Ocean View 

$11000 

1 Br wk7 room 664 Pool/Ocean View 

$21000 

Amsterdam Manor 


2Br wk 1 true 52 full year room 21 1 Ocean View 

$550,000 

Divi Links 


Studio Wk 7/8 room 4205 Pool view 

$25000 both 

1 Br wk 9/1 0 room 4209/421 0 pool view 

$12500 each 

1 Br wk 9 room 4226 pool view 

$12500 

Studio wk 9 room 4225 pool view 

$10000 

Occidental Resort 


Jr.Siute wk 1/17 Ocean view 

$8500 

1 Br Deluxe wk 2/1 7 Ocean View 

$15000 

2x 1 Br wk 2/1 7 Ocean Front 

$30000 Both 

2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$30000 

3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$50000 

For rent 2Br Ocean Front wk 7 and 8 

$4000 each 

Paradise Beach Villas 


Town House wk 6/7 Room 217 Pool/Ocean View 

$15000 each 

Studio wk 7/8 Room 317 Garden view 

$6500 each 

Casa Del Mar 


2Br wk 9 Room 1206 Pool/Ocean View 

$19000 

Dutch Village 


Studio wk 8/9 room 133 Pool/View 

$6000 each 

Divi Village 


2Br wk 9 Room 3412 pool/Ocean View 

$13500 

Renaissance Suites 


1 Br Deluxe wk 5 Room 2550 Ocean View 

$13000 

Tiera Del Sol 


2bedroom 2 Bath big Gorge 


big Patio full Airco water heater for 

$531,000 



Doctor on duty 


ORANJESTAD 


Dr.Algera 

Dr. Tromp 


Pharmacy on duty 

Oranjestad: 


Botica Kibrahacha 


San Nicolaas: 





No. di Polis 
Oranjestad 

Noord 

Sta. Cruz 

Savaneta 

San Nicolas 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 

Emergency 

Numbers 

Emergencia 

911 

Polis 

100 

Brandweer 

115 

Brandweer II 

582-1108 

Tipline di Polis 

11141 

Hospital 

587-4300 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Polis 582-4000 


San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Elmar 

583-3000 

Informacion 

118 

Kadaster 

582-1311 

Serlimar 

584-6456 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Web 

585-4600 

Voogdijraad 

582-1262 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Bureau Sostenemi 

588-1010 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 


Cruise Ship 

17 Jewel of the Seas 
17 Grand Princess 

17 Freewinds 

18 Caribbean Prin 

19 Sea Cloud 



Funerals 


AD Patres 
Aurora 
Mementomori 
The Olive Tree 


584-2299 

588-6699 

583- 3358 

584- 8888 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Fundacion Anti-Droga 
Aruba (FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Fundacion Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 
Fundacion Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586- 

6976 Womens Defecultice 
Fundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Scientists connect global warming to extreme rain 



WASHINGTON - Extreme 
rainstorms and snowfalls 
have grown substantially 
stronger, two studies 
suggest, with scientists for 
the first time finding the 
telltale fingerprints of man¬ 
made global warming on 
downpours that often cause 
deadly flooding. 

Two studies in Wednesday’s 
issue of the journal Nature 
link heavy rains to increases 
in greenhouse gases more 
than ever before. 

One group of researchers 
looked at the strongest rain 
and snow events of each year 
from 1951 to 1999 in the 
Northern Hemisphere and 
found that the more recent 
storms were 7 percent wetter. 
That may not sound like 
much, but it adds up to be 
a substantial increase, said 
the report from a team of 


researchers from Canada and 
Scotland. 

The study didn’t single 
out specific storms but 
examined worst-of-each-year 
events all over the Northern 
Hemisphere. While the study 
ended in 1999, the close of 
the decade when scientists 
say climate change kicked 
into a higher gear, the events 
examined were similar to 
more recent disasters: deluges 
that triggered last year’s 
deadly floods in Pakistan and 
in Nashville, Tenn., and this 
winter’s paralyzing blizzards 
in parts of the United States. 
The change in severity was 
most apparent in North 
America, but that could be 
because that’s where the most 
rain gauges are, scientists 
said. 

Both studies should weaken 
the argument that climate 


change is a “victimless 
crime,” said Myles Allen of 
the University of Oxford. He 
co-authored the second study, 
which connected flooding 
and climate change in the 
United Kingdom. “Extreme 
weather is what actually hurts 
people.” 

Jonathan Overpeck, a 
University of Arizona climate 


scientist, who didn’t take part 
in either study, praised them 
as sensible and “particularly 
relevant given the array 
of extreme weather that 
we’ve seen this winter and 
stretching back over the last 
few years.” 

Not all the extreme rain and 
snow events the scientists 
studied cause flooding.□ 


Increased flooding driven by climate change 



PARIS - Global warming 
driven by human activity 
boosted the intensity of 
rain, snow and consequent 
flooding in the northern 
hemisphere over the last half 


of the 20th century, research 
released Wednesday has 
shown. 

Two studies, both published 
in Nature, are among the 
first to draw a straight line 
between climate change and 
its impact on potentially 
deadly and damaging extreme 
weather events. 

Australia, Sri Lanka, Brazil 
and Pakistan have all been 
recently ravaged by massive 
flooding, raising questions as 
to whether global warming 


was at least partly to blame. 
Computer models have 
long predicted that the 
observed rise in atmospheric 
greenhouse gases would 
magnify episodes of diluvian 
rainfall. But up to now, 
the link has been largely 
theoretical. 

“This paper provides the 
first specific evidence that 
this is indeed the case,” said 
Francis Zwiers, a researcher 
at the University of Victoria 
in Canada and a co-author of 


one of the studies. “Humans 
influence the intensity of 
precipitation extremes,” he 
told journalists in a telephone 
press conference. 

Data gathered between 1951 
and 2000 from across Europe, 
Asia and North America 
showed that, on average, 
the most extreme 24-hour 
precipitation event in a given 
year whether rain, snow or 
sleet increased in intensity 
over the last 50 years of the 
20th century. □ 


PURE & SENSUAL 

MASSAGE FANTASY 


LOOKING FOR COMPANIONSHIP WHILI 

• Service 24 hours • Beautiful Girls 

• Special Massage Fantasy • Serving Men, Women, Couples 

• Out call & in call service • Bachelor Parties for Men & Women 

• Private Sailing Trips • And much more 

Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 

A 3 hour Tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine. 

CALL 1 561-5515 i 

7CAU 

UnLLi vU 1 vv 1 v ! 

Email: pureandsensual69@yhaoo.com 
pimp69daddy@live.com 

ANYTIME 


Quality Sweets 

Escort Service 

Serving Men, Women and Couples 
24 hours service 
Delivery & Pick-up 
Bachelor Parties Redlight Tours 


297 562-0284 

arubaescortqualitysweets@hotmail.com 



2 Russians 
cosmonauts 
end 

spacewalk 



MOSCOW - Two Russian 


cosmonauts on Wednesday 
conducted a five-hour- 
long spacewalk outside the 
International Space Station 
to install equipment for 
experiments on sensing 
earthquakes and lightning. 

In their second venture 
outside the space station in 
less than a month, Dmitry 
Kondratyev and Oleg 
Skripochka also gathered 
two panels that had been left 
outside the station to expose 
various materials to space, 
an effort to determine what 
materials are best for space 
construction. 

One Russian, two Americans 
and an Italian remained 
inside the station during the 
Wednesday spacewalk. 

The mammoth station 
consists of 10 modules built 
by the United States, Russia, 
Canada, Japan and the 
18-nation European Space 
Agency. □ 



CUIDABO OIDO 


^ i 


First & Only Legal One in Aruba Since 1997 

IN & OUT CALL 
FREE PICKUP 



Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 

A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 

Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum 


arubaes corts@ho tmail.coj 
24 Hours Straight Service 
7 Days a Week ANYTIME 

Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum • 


Massage Service 


UUe service Men, 
Women & Couples 


• We Guarantee 
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^ _ ARUBA HUYI^ , , February 17, 2011 

Corte Constitucional aprueba realizacidn 
de referendo en Ecuador 


QUITO (AP) - La Corte 
Constitucional aprobo la 
realizacion de un referendo 
propuesto por el presidente 
Rafael Correa que busca 
reformar el poder judicial y 
eliminar los juegos de azar y 
espectaculos publicos, como 
las corridas de toros, entre 
otros temas. 

El referendo, que incluye 
10 preguntas, ha sido 
rechazado por la oposicion 
por considerar que las 
iniciativas que el gobiemo 
busca aprobar son 
inconstitucionales. 

El presidente de la Corte 
Constitucional, Patricio 
Pazmino, afirmo: 

“Elasta aqui nuestra 
responsabilidad (aprobar 
la convocatoria); manana 
esa responsabilidad la 
trasladamos al pueblo 
ecuatoriano”, cuando vote en 
el referendo. 

Con la decision del tribunal 
de dar paso al referendo 
solicitado por Correa, 
corresponded al Consejo 
Electoral fijar la fecha para 
su realizacion. 

Correa, citado por la agencia 
oflcial de noticias Andes, 
expreso que “la democracia 


directa en las umas 
refuerza a la democracia 
representativa”. 

Los opositores han rechazado 
la iniciativa oflcial por 
considerar que las propuestas 
incluidas en el referendo 
son inconstitucionales de ser 
aprobadas por la ciudadania, 
y han senalado que Correa 
busca, en realidad, tener el 
control todos los poderes del 
estado. 

Una de las preguntas del 
referendo, consulta si se 
autoriza a Correa para 
reformar el poder judicial 
a traves de una comision 
integrada por delegados del 
Ejecutivo, del Legislativo y 
la Funcion de Transparencia, 
organismos controlados por 
el partido de gobierno. 

El ex presidente 
democristiano Osvaldo 
Hurtado (1981-1984), en 
declaraciones a radio Quito, 
dijo que, de ser aprobadas 
las propuestas, Correa “va a 
controlar todos los poderes 
del estado igual que en 
Egipto”. 

Adujo que “un articulo de 
la constitucion de Egipto, 
dice que el presidente de la 
republica ... preside el organo 


FARC liberan ultimos dos 
de grupo de rehenes 


BOGOTA (AP)-Tras un 
frustrado intento el fin 
de semana, un policia y 
un militar cautivos de las 
FARC desde hace mas de 
dos anos recobraron su 
libertad el miercoles, indico 
el Comite Intemacional de 
la Cruz Roja (CICR). Poco 
minutos despues del anuncio 
de Comite, el mayor de la 
policia Guillermo Solorzano 
de 35 anos, quien estaba 
retenido desde junio de 
2007, y el cabo primero 
del ejercito Salin Antonio 
Sanmiguel Valderrama, de 
27, cautivo desde mayo de 
2008; llegaron al aeropuerto 
de la ciudad de Cali, al 
suroeste del pais, de donde 
habia salido temprano la 
comision humanitaria en 
cabezada por la ex senadora 
Piedad Cordoba. Los dos 
uniformados bajaron de 
la nave y rapidamente se 


dirigieron en medio de una 
intensa lluvia hacia una 
camioneta blanca que los 
llevo hasta un avion, con 
el cual serian trasladados 
hacia Bogota, donde los 
esperan sus parientes. “Muy 
contenta, felices, ya nos 
habiamos comunicado con 
el via telefonica” satelital 
cuando estaba en viaje de 
regreso a Cali, dijo en breve 
dialogo telefonico Julia 
Orozco, esposa del mayor de 
la policia, quien aguardaba 
al uniformado en la terminal 
militar de Bogota. Los dos 
uniformados son los ultimos 
dos de un grupo de cinco 
rehenes que las Fuerzas 
Armadas Revolucionarias de 
Colombia (FARC) ofrecieron 
en diciembre entregar a la ex 
senadora, que lleva mas de dos 
anos gestionando liberaciones 
de personas secuestradas por 
esa guerrilla. □ 


que designa a los magistrados 
de Justicia. Es exactamente 
lo que va a conseguir el 
presidente de Ecuador si gana 
la consulta popular”, acoto el 
ex mandatario. 

La asambleista Maria Paula 
Romo, del grupo Ruptura 
de los 25, hasta hace poco 
aliado del gobierno, asevero 
que “estamos deseosos 
de ver como se explica la 
constitucionalidad en una 
propuesta que altera el 
modelo y la interpretacion 
global de la constitucion”. 

El asambleista de oposicion, 
Enrique Herreria, del partido 
Madera de Guerrero, en radio 


Atalaya expreso que la Corte 
Constitucional tomo “una 
decision inconstitucional” 
en una “una actitud no 
solamente complaciente, sino 
servil” ante el gobierno. 

El canciller Ricardo Patino, 
en declaraciones a radio 
Sonorama, afirmo que “ahora 
tenemos la oportunidad de 
pronunciamos directamente, 
de tener una vida politica 
activa, eso es lo que 
queremos aprender de la 
democracia”. 

El presidente de la Asamblea 
Nacional, Fernando Cordero, 
oflcialista, senalo al mismo 
medio que “la Corte ha hecho 


el control constitucional 
debido y en uso de sus 
facultades”. 

De las 10 preguntas 
planteadas por Correa, cinco 
corresponden a temas que, de 
ser aprobadas, 
requeriran enmiendas a 
la Constitucion, mientras 
que las otras cinco, que 
corresponden a simples 
reformas legales, consultan a 
los ciudadanos si desean que 
se eliminen los juegos de azar 
y los espectaculos publicos 
como las corridas de toros y 
peleas de gallos, entre otros 
temas. □ 


Camioneros mantienen bloqueo 
en zona de Bogota 
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Conductores de camiones afiliados a la Asociacion Colombiana de Camioneros (ACC), 
obstaculizan una calle en Bogota, protestando por el precio alto de los combustibles; y los bajos 
precios en las tarifas del transporte. (AP Photo/William Fernando Martinez) 


BOGOTA (AP) - El gobiemo 
colombiano advirtio que 
recurrira a la fuerza policial 
para despejar varias vias 
del occidente de Bogota 
que mantienen bloqueadas 
los camioneros, en huelga 
nacional desde inicios de 
mes. 

“La decision es que ellos 
levanten esos bloqueos o 
se toman las decisiones” 
de recurrir a la policia, dijo 
el ministro de Transporte 
German Cardona a radio 
Caracol. 

El ministro agrego que 


ha dicho a los gremios 
camioneros que “sobre la 
base de la presion yo no me 
sentaba a conversar”. 

El presidente de la 
Asociacion Colombiana de 
Camioneros (ACC), Pedro 
Aguilar, dijo el martes a 
AP que desde el lunes al 
menos 9.000 camiones estan 
taponando vias neuralgicas 
del occidente de esta capital, 
de unos ocho millones de 
habitantes y mas de un millon 
de carros particulares. Los 
camioneros, en paro desde 
el 3 de febrero, reclaman 


que el gobiemo derogue un 
decreto del 17 de enero que 
elimino la llamada “tabla 
de fletes”, una lista con los 
costos minimos que cobran 
por carga de una ciudad a 
otra del pais. Cada dia se 
transportan por las carreteras 
colombianas unas 400.000 
toneladas de mercancias y 
alimentos, 

segun la ACC. El gobiemo 
sostiene que la tabla esta 
desactualizada y que los 
costos del transporte estan 
muy por encima de los 
contemplados en esa lista. □ 
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APPETIZERS 

your choice tetweerv: 

AAIX SALAD / CEASAR SALAD 
OR ONIONSOUP 


ENTREES 

your choice tetween: 

CATCH OF THE DAY 

C 5 different cathes every dayffO 

FILET AA16N0N 

(Grilled to perfection) 

CHIOTENBREAST / FETTOCINI 
ALFREDO 


DESSERT 

HOT CHOCOLAT SUNDAY 


EVERY DAY 4 pm - 6.30 pm AND TUESDAY ALL NIGHT LONG 

For reservations coll +297 586-3659 




international 

UISINE 


ARAWAK GARDEN, PALM BEACH I OPEN FROM 4PM TILL 10:45PM, 7 DAY'S A WEEK 
TEL: +297 586-3659 I WWW.FISHESANDMORE.COM 















